Interview transcript: George Gibson Trangie/ Nevertire scheme irrigator, comment on the drip irrigation course

Stuart Bray: Irrigators wanting to improve water use efficiency look for a system that will suit their crops and give an improved rate of efficiency. At a recent work shop on drip irrigation in Moree run by Industry and Investment and Netafim, irrigators came who were seeking a better understanding of installing and managing a drip system. One of the irrigators attending the workshop from the Trangie Nevertire Scheme was George Gibson.

George Gibson: From  my point of view, depending on your soil type if you’ve got the right soil type for subsurface drip I think there is great  potential in  water savings and what we are looking at the Trangie Nevetire scheme under this B-Op program as they call it at the moment, commonwealth  funding  for water savings

Stuart Bray: You seem to have quite a push on out there for sub surface drip ?

George Gibson: I wouldn’t say it was just sub-surface drip, we are looking at all the  options, the government’s said you have a clean sheet we are prepared in exchange for the water your giving back to the environment. We are prepared to look at options to improve your on-farm efficiency. 
That could be laterals, pivots, subsurface drip, and some are even saying well I think I can just touch up my flood and that’s why I’ve come over for a day like to day.
Stuart Bray: Now you’re a cotton grower?

George Gibson: I used to be. We haven’t had any water for six to eight years.
Stuart Bray: If you get some more water will you be able to incorporate this into your cotton production?
George Gibson: Ah definitely there’s quite a few bore growers around from Narromine to Trangie and a lot of those  guys have gone into the sub surface drip growing cotton and very successfully.

Stuart Bray: What do you think of this course you have attended here today?

George Gibson: So far very good. They have catered for all levels from the beginner right through to the people who have had a bit of experience. They have explained it all well, and the presenters have been excellent I think, yeah !!

