MEETING FOR MEMBERS OF ANIMAL ETHICS COMMITTEES
15 APRIL 2009
EVALUATION FORM SUMMARY
Key

A: 

How well did the meeting meet your expectations?

B: 

How well did the meeting cover topics on the program?

C: 

How satisfied were you with the meetings relevance to the activities / roles of your AEC?
D: 

Were you satisfied with the amount of opportunity provided to you to participate in the discussions?
E: 

How satisfied were you with the overall usefulness of the meeting?

Grading: 
1 – 5 (1 = Extremely well/Extremely satisfied; 3 = Well/Satisfied; 5 = Poorly/Not satisfied)
	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	How will you apply knowledge gained to your AEC?
	How could this meeting be improved?
	Other comments

	1
	1
	1
	1
	-
	1
	It greatly improved my understanding in the topics covered and I will provide more informed information to the AEC.
	
	Very well done and great venue. Speakers were very informative (most). Keep the speakers relevant and informative and the meeting will be well supported.

	2
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	The workshops contained valuable information for some of the applications we deal with so the more knowledge the better. The websites given will also be of value and I will pass them on to other committee members.
	Wouldn’t change a thing with any speakers prior to lunch. Would have been good if the Hot Topics for AECs had been immediately after lunch as the flow seemed to slow 14.15-14.45. Also, due to leaving a little early would have found the Hot Topics more valuable.
	Unfortunately we had to leave at 3.15pm for a flight so we missed the last couple of topics. I thoroughly enjoyed the Programme and got a huge amount from the speakers. Thank you for a very valuable seminar.

	3
	2
	1
	2
	2
	2
	Can give better feedback to AEC from facility to facility manager
	
	Excellent and informative presentation by Dr Culum Brown

	4
	2
	1
	1
	1
	2
	As a Cat. C apply some of the points discussed to my role on AEC. More generally consider incorporating some of the new ideas in committee procedures eg Ethitex
	Some printing on some slides quite small for those whose eyesight is not as good as it once was. Printouts of presentations or online downloads being available would be useful.
	An enjoyable and informative day.

	5
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	Put details of the website on our webpage and advise people of the sharing tissue website “ethitex.com” suggested by Dr M France.
	Speakers could not be heard very well. Need to be more clear and speak into microphone.
	Had a good day. People/attendees well looked after.

	6
	1
	1
	1
	2
	1
	Memo to DVC® and Chair of AECs
	Animal welfare officers to present
	

	7
	4
	3
	3
	2
	3
	Direct focus more acutely. More tuned in to potential for problems.
	Less theoretical papers. Replace with more time for open discussion.
	Thank you for the opportunity to attend.

	8
	2
	2
	2
	3
	2
	The session on Wildlife Monitoring will feed into our new Fieldwork Monitoring Policy (currently being developed)
	
	It is always interesting to hear about other AECs problems and how they have dealt with them.

	9
	3
	3
	4
	3
	3
	A little knowledge will go along way
	More information regarding actual animal ethics committees. Anything that is available to AECs to attend /read etc
	

	10
	3
	3
	4
	2
	3
	
	
	

	11
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	Members of the AEC will be informed about the meeting and told about Infolink.
	A session on primate research could be helpful.
	

	12
	2
	2
	1
	3
	2
	Consulting the DPI housing guidelines before considering research protocols
	My first meeting – exceeded by expectations so I don’t think it could be from my perspective. Needed some chairmanship on the frog talk which went significantly over time.
	Many talks, while excellent, were fairly tight. Perhaps one less talk with more opportunity for questions/discussion after each talk would be a better formula.

	13
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	
	
	Well done

	14
	2
	1
	2
	2
	2
	- Be firmer/stricter about quality of protocols submitted by researchers eg lay descriptions!

- Continue to invite researchers to meetings to introduce new protocols and update on progress to ACEC to maintain interest of ACEC members in research projects (important to see outcomes).

- Introduce training for researchers eg seminar on workshop; maybe annually?

- Education of ACEC members –its empowering to meet other ACEC members who have similar problems/concerns/ issues.

- Remember to seek opinion of 3rd party (where necessary) for applications.
	
	

	15
	3
	3
	2
	4
	3
	Improvement of our lay description area of our application form.

Pilot studies to be suggested more often, possibly written into a full protocol with results being seen prior to full approval.
	I would like to not only see an emphasis on the Animal Welfare Researchers but on the actual staff that maintain these animals daily. I feel that they are often overlooked yet they are the people on the front line who are best able to evaluate animals in their care.
	

	16
	4
	4
	3
	5
	3
	Comprehensive report to next meeting. Emphasis of pilot studies.
	More involvement of Cat C & D members. Discussion of legal issues involved as AEC member
	

	17
	2
	1
	2
	2
	2
	Use the Housing Guidelines to review the AECs own guidelines – these sessions were very well done. Very interested in attending a training of wildlife researcher AEC course
	Sessions after lunch need to be less heavy going – perhaps more interactive. Some presenters do need assistance with their presentations. It shouldn’t be assumed that someone who is extremely knowledgeable will be an interesting presenter.
	The morning sessions were the most interesting and best presented. These days do need to end at the designated time.

	18
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	I will follow up some leads and, where valuable, will forward to other committee members
	The sound was muffled and some speakers were difficult to understand. Too much bass and not enough treble?
	I thought that this meeting was more interesting for me than the previous one. I would very much like this to be an annual event.

	19
	3
	3
	3
	2
	3
	Recommendations in writing and verbal to AEC – mostly points noted from Session 3
	
	Margaret – I use Infolink all the time and find it extremely useful. Thank you.

	20
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	Awareness of issues assists in clarifying my role as a Category B
	Sound control of speakers could be improved.
	This has been a broadening experience for a novice like me.

	21
	1
	1
	1
	2
	1
	I will be writing a report for UNE
	
	

	22
	2
	2
	2
	3
	2
	Hearing the background information about animal welfare issues and implications of techniques and housing were very interesting to hear in relation to research applications and in relation to housing facilities
	This is my first meeting, so I am not sure how often they’re held, but would suggest it may be good to hold them 6-monthly to keep abreast of issues and possibly allow greater attendance of members.

Could be useful to include small group workshops on common issues to allow attendees to discuss purpose possible solutions.
	Very good to hear background info relating to research

Speakers were very good, information presented seemed very well chosen and overall, the meeting was interesting experience, providing different perspectives on various aspects of animal research. It was also good to learn of some of the resources available.

	23
	3
	3
	2
	2
	2
	It has reinforced my thoughts on how well our AEC is running
	Not sure
	

	24
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	
	
	

	25
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	Unfortunately, could not attend whole day – but excellent what I did. As usual, I feel that the AEC I am involved with does an excellent job, been doing pilot studies for many years
	Parking provisions
	Key note speakers excellent and while diverse, still relevant.

	26
	2
	2
	3
	2
	2
	To improve the running of the committee
	
	Disappointed that A/Prof McGreevy had to rush his talk. Dr R Johnson, Dr C Brown and A/Prof McGreevy – all very interesting talks

	27
	2
	2
	2
	1
	2
	Useful info on fish as they are being used more often and may come before our committee
	
	It is important for session facilitator to keep to time as people become restless as the day continues

	28
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	A range of resources and ideas
	
	

	29
	2
	3
	3
	3
	
	I am new in the role of a Cat D member. This meeting gave me a better perspective of how committees operate and my part in the process.
	Venue was good but sound system/acoustic was poor.
	

	30
	2
	2
	3
	2
	2
	It reinforced my desire to be an effective Cat D member and ensure that my AEC performs at a very professional level
	- Perhaps more thought could be given to smaller groups in the Workshop Session to consider issues of concern.

- More background of speakers would be appreciated, eg Professional roles, qualifications etc.
	I applaud the concept and usefulness of the meeting and would like to see it continued

	31
	1
	2
	2
	1
	1
	
	- Turn down aircon!

- Parking

- More time for discussion – perhaps a segment for open, non-structured discussion eg ‘Hot topics’, trouble shooting, workshopping etc
	NHMRC presentation needed AV support

	32
	3
	3
	3
	1
	3
	There was some interesting information to take home, particularly the morning.
	A venue that has easy parking would be much better
	Food was good, speakers interesting mostly and it would be useful to have some time looking at, specifically, how AECs operate from protocol application forms, size of committees etc. Barbara was terrific in her identification of what is good, bad, needs doing etc. 

	33
	3
	3
	2
	2
	2
	Valuable for members and chairs of AECs
	Monitor time constraints for speakers
	All chairs of AECs should attend.

	34
	2
	2
	3
	3
	2
	Use of pilot studies, look at other AEC applications, internet resources – welfare.
	
	

	35
	2
	2
	1
	1
	1
	Development of procedures for researchers to improve applications
	
	

	36
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	
	
	

	37
	2
	2
	3
	2
	2
	
	No improvements required
	A most enlightening day, very well organised

	38
	2
	2
	1
	2
	2
	Wildlife issues are expanding. Topic covered well and information will be useful to inform Committee processes
	Interactive session immediately following lunch to avoid “low point” syndrome
	

	39
	3
	2
	2
	2
	2
	
	
	

	40
	3
	2
	3
	4
	3
	
	
	

	41
	2
	1
	3
	3
	2
	
	Get speakers to use microphones. Often they couldn’t be understood.
	

	42
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	Enormous insight into fisheries/research frogs and wildlife research methods. Protocols – educational – pertaining to housing guidelines – rats and mice and rabbits = decrease stress and focus on isolation experiments – how affects those animals – reduce vs benefits in AEC applications
	The guidelines seem to focus on ‘well animals’ – any adjustments within the guidelines that are “standardised” adjustment/contingency guidelines that are specific for poor, operative/post studied animals? Omit Daisy flowers/green pastures/?couches – offensive to realities of ‘lab life’.
	Session 3-NHMRC Guidelines. Difficult to hear and focus without visual aide (PowerPoint) = disappointment as this talk is the core of what AEC members represent. A focus on landmark – benchmark improvements to guidelines? Highlighted = progress in seeing/hearing the improvements in animal welfare management.

	43
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	Review some procedures
	Session 2 in afternoon (Animal Welfare challenges) = speakers were rather too narrow in their topics, rather too self-focussed
	Congratulations on ARRP guidelines

	44
	1
	
	1
	3
	1
	I’ll draft a report for my ACEC, plus submit a copy to my uni exec. Specific points, especially re wildlife ethics to be used in current discussions
	Use a big seminar room with tabled groups rather than a lecture theatre?
	A list of attendees would be a great resource. Thanks a great meeting.

	45
	3
	2
	3
	4
	3
	Some information relevant to our committee. Info will be reported to committee and discussed.
	Maybe some small group discussions on particular matters of relevance
	Although probably difficult – extend to 2 days. 

	46
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	Good spectrum of talks. Fish intelligence illuminating
	Better parking
	

	47
	3
	2
	3
	3
	3
	Helps my training wheels
	Emerging issues for committees was a strength – could be expanded
	Frankness of Barbara Vanselow particularly enlightening.

	48
	2
	2
	2
	3
	2
	Consider background information provided by the speakers in the workshop on Housing Guidelines when considering housing/management procedures provided by researchers to my AECs (x3). Animal Ethics Infolink will be used more often especially the valuable links. Ethitex Database needs to be published / accessed by researchers. Workshop on Wildlife Research provided up to date information for all AECs as all are experiencing increase in wildlife research projects. Keynote speakers provided information (current) on behavioural techniques to assess animal welfare. Fish welfare was very relevant to my AECs.
	Continue to have sessions/discussions involving the concerns of C& D members. The session at this meeting was a great start especially Tony Gregory’s presentation and concerns.
	NHMRC Guidelines and Factsheets are available online and hardcopy. It would have been better if the participants had an opportunity to discuss rather than listening to the speaker read information re these Guidelines and Factsheets

	49
	2
	2
	2
	2
	
	Congratulations on the variety of speakers you introduced, and their various topics. Overall the comments and ideas and those expressing difficulties, I am sure would prove to be very helpful for many of those attending the meeting. One never ceases to learn on an Ethics Committee.
	My only comment here is that sometimes the sound system did not always pick up everybody’s questions etc. However this can be caused by a slight lack of voice production and use of a microphone by various people – not your fault.
	Thank you Lynette and your team for your hospitality

	50
	2
	2
	2
	1
	3
	Great to see the focus on wildlife, obviously of growing importance to many AECs
	
	Thanks so much to all involved for a very interesting, smooth and well-run conference. Congratulations all.


Overall Rating:

Excellent:
14 (28% of respondents) 
Very good: 
28 (56% of respondents)
Satisfactory:
8 (16% of respondents)
Unsatisfactory:
0
None:
0
Category A attendees:
12

Category ‘Other’ attendees/
Category B attendees:
12 

Exec Officers/Chairs:
37
Category C attendees:
11 

Non AEC attendees:
18

Category D attendees:
7

Total attendees:
97

Over 40 different AECs represented









