Transcript: Nathaniel Phillis comment on benchmarking workshop
Introduction Stuart Bray: Large Corporations who have been conducting benchmarking on their farms for several years, have come to the point where they need more accurate water measuring equipment, to improve the quality of the data they collect. Irrigation Manager at “Keytah” Nataniel Phillis explains why.

The ability to afford all the different devices needed for measuring. If you have got just a simple farm one storage and ten fields then it’s probably quite simple. It’s the size and the complexity of your farm so the cost and the accuracy of being able to measure everything is where your accuracy comes in.
Question Stuart Bray: How accurate are your measurements?
Answer Nathanial Phillis: I think we are getting pretty accurate but we have spent a lot of money doing that. Technology can let you down. You miss one little piece of info. You come to the end of the season, and say it might be one irrigation so then you make assumptions and the more assumptions you make then the less accuracy there is in the data.

Question Stuart Bray: Do you think we will get to the point where we will have measurements that will reduce the amount of assumptions that we make?
Answer Nathanial Phillis: I think that what we are doing is the way to go. I think we need  simple accurate assumptions but I guess we are still going to have to assume some things. I like what Janelle says that we all have the same standard and start the beginning of the season and get it all standardised.
Question Stuart Bray: Have there been big advances in numbers in the industry to measure?
Answer Nathanial Phillis: Everyone is getting on the band wagon the last ten years its been huge. My involvement comes from Andrew Parkes who started it eight years ago. It just seems more and more people are getting on board.

