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Minister for 
Agriculture and 
Western NSW
This year was challenging for our primary 
producers, their families and our State’s 
rural communities, however I am proud to 
have witnessed the strength, solidarity and 
resilience that has been displayed.

The continuation of one of the worst 
droughts on record was quickly followed by a 
FDWDVWURSKLF�EXVKȴUH�VHDVRQ�WKDW�GHVWUR\HG�
millions of hectares of land, stock and feed.

7KH�H΍HFWV�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�KDYH�
DOVR�OHG�WR�VLJQLȴFDQW�DGDSWDWLRQV�LQ�KRZ�
farmers conduct their business, including 
variations to sale yards, tighter rules around 
exporting products and changes in customer 
demand.

Throughout these challenges, the NSW 
Government has continued to support our 
VWDWHȇV�KDUG�ZRUNLQJ�SULPDU\�SURGXFHUV�

More than $4 billion in drought assistance and 
water security measures has been dispersed 
throughout NSW. Farmers also accessed $2.3 
ELOOLRQ�LQ�EXVKȴUH�UHFRYHU\�IXQGLQJ�DQG�ZH�
continue to work closely with national and 
international stakeholders to assist in tackling 
WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�RI�&29Ζ'����

While many industries have been impacted by 
the current climate, NSW has demonstrated 
its resilience and versatility. Adapting to these 
challenges, the State’s farmers have produced 
DQ�HVWLPDWHG�WRWDO�RXWSXW�RI�������ELOOLRQ�LQ�
WKH���������ȴQDQFLDO�\HDU�

This is an outstanding result and only 4% less 
than the prior corresponding period.

With improved weather conditions in many 
areas of the state resulting in bumper crops 
and renewed optimism, combined with the 
ZKROHKHDUWHG�VXSSRUW�RI�'3Ζ��WKHUH�DUH�
great opportunities on the horizon for our 
farmers, their families and rural communities 
to continue to adapt, grow and most 
importantly, thrive. 

Foreword

The Hon. Adam Marshall, MP
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Director General 
NSW Department of 
Primary Industries
7KH���������ȴQDQFLDO�\HDU�ZLOO�JR�GRZQ�LQ�
history as one of the most challenging on 
record. NSW primary producers faced a third 
straight year of one of the worst droughts in 
KLVWRU\��LQWHQVH�EXVKȴUHV�DFURVV�ODUJH�SDUWV�
of the state, and extreme challenges brought 
DERXW�E\�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�

'HVSLWH�WKHVH�FKDOOHQJHV��16:�SULPDU\�
industries have remained strong, with farmgate 
prices for livestock increased in demand, while 
crop production was down in all areas except 
wheat and rice.

The economic output detailed within the 
16:�3ULPDU\�ΖQGXVWULHV�3HUIRUPDQFH�'DWD�	�
ΖQVLJKWV��3'Ζ��HDFK�\HDU�VLQFH������KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�
XQGHUO\LQJ�VWUHQJWK��UHVLOLHQFH�DQG�ORQJ�WHUP�
viability of the NSW primary industry sector.

7KH�16:�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�3ULPDU\�ΖQGXVWULHV�
�'3Ζ��LV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�FRQWLQXLQJ�WR�LQFUHDVH�
the value and economic growth of primary 
industries across NSW. This aligns with the '3Ζ�
6WUDWHJLF�3ODQ������������ which aims to drive 
stronger primary industries across NSW.

I am proud of the support and assistance 
'3ΖȇV�ZLGH�UHDFKLQJ�WHDP�RI�SDVVLRQDWH�VWD΍�

KDV�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�R΍HU�WR�IDUPHUV�DQG�UXUDO� 
communities across industries including 
agriculture, biosecurity, food safety, forestry and 
ȴVKHULHV�

:H�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�HQVXUH�'3Ζ�KDV�WKH�
right priorities in place to deliver our goal of 
KDYLQJ�D����SHU�FHQW�*URVV�9DOXH�3URGXFWLRQ� 
�*93��JURZWK�WR�DFKLHYH�D�WRWDO�16:�SULPDU\� 
LQGXVWULHV�RXWSXW�RI�������ELOOLRQ�E\������

As one of the top plant, animal and 
environmental research organisations around 
WKH�JOREH��'3Ζ�DOVR�UHPDLQV�FRPPLWWHG�WR� 
working collaboratively with industry to manage 
a broad range of research and development 
initiatives which will drive business excellence.

I hope you enjoy reading this publication, which 
is a valuable resource for anyone interested in 
the NSW primary industries sector and stands 
as a testament to the continued determination, 
strength and resilience of the sector. 

Scott Hansen

3dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/industries-overview
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Executive Summary

3ULPDU\�SURGXFHUV�DFURVV�16:�RQFH�DJDLQ�
IDFHG�PDQ\�FKDOOHQJHV�GXULQJ����������2Q�
top of a third year of drought, producers also 
IDFHG�LQWHQVH�EXVKȴUHV�WKURXJK�ODWH������DQG�
HDUO\������DQG�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�IURP�
March 2020 onwards. 

'HVSLWH�WKHVH�FKDOOHQJHV��WKH�IXQGDPHQWDOV�
which underpin NSW’s primary industries 
have remained strong with high demand and 
stable prices in most sectors.  

NSW primary industries reached an estimated 
WRWDO�RXWSXW�RI�������ELOOLRQ�LQ����������D�
PRGHVW�GHFOLQH�RI����\HDU�RQ�\HDU�DV�D�UHVXOW�
of the compounding challenges the industry 
IDFHG�RYHU�WKH�\HDU��2XWSXW�H[FOXGLQJ�WKH�
service industries of hunting and recreational 
ȴVKLQJ�UHDFKHG�DQ�HVWLPDWH�RI�������ELOOLRQ��

5HFUHDWLRQDO�ȴVKLQJ��LQFOXGLQJ�FKDUWHU�ȴVKLQJ��
and hunting and game management activities 
KDG�D�FRPELQHG�HVWLPDWHG�YDOXH�RI������
billion. 

Seasonal conditions for many parts of NSW 
improved in the second half of the year, 
especially in Autumn which improved the 
outlook for winter crops and pasture growth. 
The continued favourable conditions leading 
to harvest is expected to see NSW primary 
industries well positioned for a stronger and 
PRUH�SURȴWDEOH�\HDU�LQ����������

16:�SULPDU\�LQGXVWU\�H[SRUWV�HDUQHG������
billion (excluding cotton exports with an 
HVWLPDWHG�DGGLWLRQDO�YDOXH�RI������PLOOLRQ�af���
with large increases in beef, sheepmeat, and 
horticultural exports driven by both higher 
volumes and prices. 

&29Ζ'����FUHDWHG�D�QHHG�IRU�SULPDU\�
industries to be creative in dealing with 
issues such as stock sales through sale 
yards, disrupted supply chains and changes 
in end demand.  However, it also provided 
an opportunity to highlight the critical and 
essential services provided by NSW primary 
LQGXVWULHV��:LWK�PRUH�WKDQ�����RI�$XVWUDOLDȇV�
DJULFXOWXUH�DQG�ȴVKHULHV�SURGXFWLRQ�H[SRUWHG��
there was little risk to food security despite 
the disruptions to supply chains.  

This publication showcases the diversity of 
16:ȇV�SULPDU\�LQGXVWULHV�DQG�SURȴOHV�NH\�
drivers of each sector.  

7KURXJKRXW�WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�\RX�ZLOO�ȴQG�
FDVH�VWXGLHV�VKRZFDVLQJ�KRZ�'3Ζ�ZRUNV�WR�
increase the value of primary industries and 
drive economic growth across NSW. This links 
ZLWK�WKH�'3Ζ�6WUDWHJLF�3ODQ�IRU������WR������
���ZKLFK�RXWOLQHV�WKH�UROH�RI�'3Ζ�LQ�GULYLQJ�
stronger primary industries across NSW. 
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Total Estimated Primary Industries Output 2019-20
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Total output with change year-on-year
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Key Export Markets

NSW primary industry exports accounted 
IRU�����RI�16:�WRWDO�H[SRUWV�LQ���������DQG�
HDUQHG������ELOOLRQ��XS����RQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�
year with large annual increases in the value 
RI�EHHI��VKHHSPHDW�DQG�ZRRG�H[SRUWV��'XH�WR�
state level data restrictions on cotton exports 
LPSRVHG�LQ������WKH�DGMXVWHG�HVWLPDWHG�WRWDO�
H[SRUW�YDOXH�LV������ELOOLRQ�af.  

NSW top three export markets by value in 
��������ZHUH�&KLQD��8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�-DSDQ��
&KLQD�LQFUHDVHG����RQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�WR�
UHDFK�D�QRWDEOH�������PLOOLRQ��DFFRXQWHG�
IRU�����RI�16:�SULPDU\�LQGXVWU\�H[SRUWV�
and was the largest export market for all 

major commodity groups. Exports to the 
8�6�LQFUHDVHG�����WR������PLOOLRQ�ZLWK�UHG�
meat exports driving a large proportion of 
the increase in value. Beef exports accounted 
IRU�����DQG�VKHHSPHDW�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�����
RI�H[SRUWV�WR�WKH�8�6��-DSDQ��WKH�WKLUG�ODUJHVW�
export market by value, only recorded a 
PDUJLQDO������LQFUHDVH�LQ�YDOXH�WR������PLOOLRQ���

Seven of the ten largest markets by value in 
��������ZHUH�LQ�ORFDWHG�LQ�$VLD��KLJKOLJKWLQJ�WKH�
importance of these markets to NSW primary 
industries. The share of exports to North, South 
East and South Asia continues to grow, up from 
����LQ���������WR�����LQ�����������

94

6 Primary Industries in NSW



NSW total primary industries export value 
growth has been relatively low over the past 
three years, mainly due to a substantial decline 
LQ�WKH�YDOXH�RI�FURSSLQJ�H[SRUWV��GRZQ�����
RU��������PLOOLRQ�VLQFH�-XO\�������DV�D�UHVXOW�
of the relative absence of an export surplus. 
'HVSLWH�WKLV��LW�LV�HQFRXUDJLQJ�WR�QRWH�WKDW�
when this decline in the value of cropping is 

taken into consideration, all other commodities 
recorded enough growth to maintain the 
total value of exports to its current level. A 
VLJQLȴFDQW�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�WKLV�JURZWK�RYHU�WKH�
last three years came from livestock with the 
value of livestock and livestock product exports 
LQFUHDVLQJ�E\�����VLQFH�-XO\��������

Top 10 export destinations

Source: GTA (2020) 

Japan

USA
New Zealand

Hong Kong
Singapore

Indonesia

Saudi Arabia

OtherChina

$2,091M $689M $614M $343M $764M

TaiwanSouth Korea
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Macroeconomic Conditions

��������ZDV�D�FKDOOHQJLQJ�\HDU�IRU�16:�
SULPDU\�LQGXVWULHV��'URXJKW�D΍HFWHG�16:��
ZLWK�UHFRUG�ORZ�UDLQIDOO�IRU�WKH�ȴUVW���PRQWKV�
resulting in near record low grain crops and 
continued destocking.  

The season turned in autumn 2020, with 
VLJQLȴFDQW�UDLQIDOOV�DFURVV�WKH�FRDVWDO�DQG�
FHQWUDO�UHJLRQV��ERRVWLQJ�VRLO�PRLVWXUH�SURȴOHV��
encouraging pasture growth, and allowing a 
VLJQLȴFDQW�ZLQWHU�FURS�WR�EH�SODQWHG�IRU�WKH�
following year. The return to more favorable 
conditions resulted in beef and sheep farmers 
starting to rebuild herds and encouraged 
supply growth in milk and horticulture. 

Drought
6XPPHU�EXVKȴUHV�GHVWUR\HG�RYHU�������
KRXVHV�LQ�16:��EXUQLQJ�RYHU���PLOOLRQ�
hectares and causing air quality issues across 
the state. Almost 3 million hectares of State 
IRUHVW�ZHUH�EXUQW��ZKLOH�ȴUH�DQG�VPRNH�WDLQW�
damaged orchards and vineyards in the Blue 
0RXQWDLQV��+XQWHU�DQG�6QRZ\�9DOOH\V��DQG�
the air quality in parts of NSW was recorded 
as some of the worst worldwide ���.

Bushfires

7KH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�VSUHDG�JOREDOO\�
IURP�-DQXDU\�������ZLWK�RYHU���������GHDWKV�
ZRUOGZLGH��LQFOXGLQJ�RYHU�����LQ�$XVWUDOLD�
E\�-XQH�������7KH�YLUXV�EHJDQ�LQ�&KLQD�DQG�
VWDUWHG�VSUHDG�WR�-DSDQ��7KDLODQG�DQG�WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV��WKHQ�(XURSH��%\�-XQH������WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV��%UD]LO�DQG�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�
ZHUH�WKH�ZRUVW�D΍HFWHG�FRXQWULHV����. 
&29Ζ'����OHG�WR�WHPSRUDU\�VKLIWV�LQ�H[SRUW�
SDWWHUQV�EXW�LQ�JHQHUDO��DJULFXOWXUH�HQGXUHG�
the initial disruption relatively well. However, 
globally, the resulting economic contraction 
ZLOO�KDYH�PXFK�ORQJHU�ODVWLQJ�H΍HFWV��ZLWK�
the full impact of the pandemic on NSW 
primary industries yet to be fully realised. 

COVID-19
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The value of Australian primary industry 
H[SRUWV�UHDFKHG�������ELOOLRQ�LQ����������
the fourth most valuable year on record ��, 
highlighting the resilience of agricultural 
exports despite supply constraints brought 
upon by drought and trade disruptions 
UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�WKH�&29Ζ'����RXWEUHDN���

Historically, price growth has varied 
VLJQLȴFDQWO\�DFURVV�FRPPRGLWLHV�EXW�RYHUDOO�
the total value of primary industry exports 
has been growing compound annual rate of 
�����SHU�DQQXP�RYHU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�DQG�DW�
D�FRPSRXQG�DQQXDO�UDWH�RI������SHU�DQQXP�
RYHU�WKH�ODVW���\HDUV�4.

Record Australian 
Export Values 

ΖQ�-DQXDU\������WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�&KLQD�
VLJQHG�WKH�3KDVH�2QH�WUDGH�GHDO��LQ�ZKLFK�
&KLQD�DJUHHG�WR�SXUFKDVH�D�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�
higher amount of agricultural commodities 
as well as other intellectual property and 
ȴQDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV�PHDVXUHV��. Following 
WKLV��WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�JDLQHG�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�
&KLQHVH�PDUNHW�IRU�DGGLWLRQDO�H[SRUWV�RI�
fruit and vegetables and approval of more 
DEDWWRLUV�WR�H[SRUW�PHDW�WR�&KLQD��7KLV�GRHV�
QRW�DSSHDU�WR�KDYH�D΍HFWHG�$XVWUDOLDQ�WUDGH�
LQ���������KRZHYHU��KDV�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WR�
displace Australian exports into the future. 

International

Primary industries export price index
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Cropping
O V E R V I E W

Crop production was defined by below 
average rainfall across much of the 
state leading to limited soil moisture 
and severely reduced water allocations 

for crop production. Regional rainfall 
variations, particularly over winter aided 
some modest improvements in southern 
cropping areas.

:LQWHU�FURSSLQJ�SURYHG�UHVLOLHQW�LQ����������
LQFUHDVLQJ�E\����\HDU�RQ�\HDU�DQG������PLOOLRQ�
tonnes in total, produced predominantly from 
southern cropping regions. Yields improved 
\HDU�RQ�\HDU�IRU�DOO�PDMRU�FURSSLQJ�FRPPRGLWLHV�
except for barley ����3ULFHV�IRU�PRVW�ZLQWHU�FURSV�
eased for the year however, remained above 
WKH�PRYLQJ����\HDU�DYHUDJH�OHYHOV�XQGHUSLQQHG�
by solid domestic demand. Wheat prices 
HDVHG����\HDU�RQ�\HDU�RQ�DYHUDJH�WR������W��
ZKLOH�EDUOH\�SULFHV�IHOO�����WR������W�ZLWK�QHZ�
&KLQHVH�EDUOH\�GXWLHV�EHLQJ�LPSRVHG�LQ�RXU�
largest export market �.

Winter Crops

A lack of rainfall meant general water security 
allocations were limited across all major river 
systems. The total summer cropping area 
GHFOLQHG�VKDUSO\�E\�����WR�MXVW��������KD��ZKLOH�
WRWDO�VXPPHU�FURS�RXWSXW�DOVR�IHOO�E\�����LQ�
volume terms ����&RWWRQ�SULFHV�JDLQHG�VRPH�
momentum through the year supported by a 
ORZHU�$XVWUDOLDQ�GROODU�DQG�WDUL΍�IUHH�DFFHVV�

Summer Crops

7KH�RXWORRN�IRU���������LV�VLJQLȴFDQWO\�
improved production, with total winter crop 
RXWSXW�IRUHFDVW�WR�LQFUHDVH������WR������PLOOLRQ�
WRQQHV�LQ�WRWDO��WKH�ODUJHVW�FURS�VLQFH���������
��. The prospect of increased summer crop 
production is also promising with improved 
RQ�IDUP�VWRUDJH�OHYHOV��D�QHDU�IXOO�VRLO�PRLVWXUH�
SURȴOH�DQG�LPSURYHG�ZDWHU�DOORFDWLRQV��7KH�
increased production is forecast to impact 
on prices as domestic demand decreases for 
livestock feeding purposes. Wheat prices are 
forecast to fall approximately 20%, while barley 
prices will also be weighed down by import 
GXWLHV�WR�&KLQD����'HPDQG�IRU�FRWWRQ�LV�H[SHFWHG�
WR�UHPDLQ�VXEGXHG�GXH�WR�&29Ζ'����ZKLOH�
IRRG�VWDSOHV�VXFK�DV�ULFH�ZLOO�EHQHȴW�IURP�VROLG�
international demand for our product ��.

Outlook

WR�&KLQD�KRZHYHU��WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�
saw consumer demand for cotton eroded. 
&RQYHUVHO\�UHFRUG�ULFH�SULFHV�DYHUDJLQJ������W�
ZHUH�R΍HUHG�WR�HQWLFH�JURZHUV�WR�XOLOLVH�OLPLWHG�
water allocations for rice rather than alternate 
crops or temporary trade �.

Primary Industries in NSW10
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Weed control in winter 
crops
Farmers can get the latest information on 
H΍HFWLYH�ZHHG�FRQWURO��ZKLFK�LV�YLWDO�IRU�
VXFFHVVIXO�DQG�SURȴWDEOH�FURS�SURGXFWLRQ�LQ�
WKH�'3Ζ������:HHG�FRQWURO�LQ�ZLQWHU�FURSV�
management guide.

This guide provides important information 
on the new products and registrations for 
2020, the recommended timing for applying 
herbicide and application rates covering 
winter cereals, pulses and oilseeds. 

Cropping Estimated Output 2019-20
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Cotton
C R O P P I N G

Limited water availability meant cotton 
production fell to the second lowest in 
NSW history, while prices fell along with 
consumer demand due to COVID-19. 

&RQVHFXWLYH�VHDVRQV�RI�EHORZ�DYHUDJH�UDLQIDOO�
diminished water allocations available for 
FRWWRQ�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�DV�D�UHVXOW�MXVW���������
EDOHV�ZHUH�SURGXFHG�LQ����������WKH�VHFRQG�
ORZHVW�RQ�UHFRUG��7KLV�UHSUHVHQWHG�����RI�WKH�
QDWLRQDO�FURS��UHȵHFWLQJ�WKH�KDUVK�VHDVRQDO�
conditions in Australia’s other major cotton 
producing state, Queensland ��. 

<LHOGV�ZHUH�VLJQLȴFDQWO\�LPSURYHG��XS�����
IURP�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�WR�����EDOHV�KD��
as growers limited plantings to areas that 
corresponded with known water allocations to 
grow a full crop ��.

Production
&RWWRQ�IXWXUHV�SULFHV�KDYH�EHHQ�IROORZLQJ�D�
VWHDG\�GRZQZDUG�WUDMHFWRU\�VLQFH�PLG������
ZKHQ�&KLQD�LPSRVHG�UHWDOLDWRU\�WDUL΍V�RI�����
RQ�86�FRWWRQ�LPSRUWV����. Mitigating the decline 
for Australian prices has been a declining 
H[FKDQJH�UDWH�DQG�WDUL΍�IUHH�DFFHVV�WR�&KLQD�
for Australian cotton, which has supported 
ORFDO�EDVLV��6SRW�SULFHV�URVH�XS�WR�-DQXDU\�
������ZKLFK�WKHQ�FRUUHFWHG�DV�WKH�&29Ζ'����
pandemic triggered a drop in both consumer 
and therefore spinning mill demand as the 
global economic fallout became apparent.

Price

Estimates were that global production 
dramatically outstripped consumption 
E\�DOPRVW����PLOOLRQ�EDOHV�v, the second 
largest supply demand gap on record ���. 
7KLV�LV�DWWULEXWHG�D�EXLOG�XS�RI�LQYHQWRULHV�
as spinning mills reduced output with the 
HPHUJHQFH�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF��.

Macroeconomic 
Conditions

Cotton yields

59% YEAR ON YEAR

9.9 bales per ha

Output $249M est.

Down 71% yoy.

$
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Improving cotton 
nitrogen use efficiency
&RWWRQ�KDUYHVWLQJ�ZDV�XQGHUZD\�DW�WKH�
$XVWUDOLDQ�&RWWRQ�5HVHDUFK�ΖQVWLWXWH��$&5Ζ���
1DUUDEUL�LQ�-XQH�������'3Ζ�UHVHDUFKHUV�DUH�
LQ�WKH�ȴQDO�\HDU�RI�D�VXE�SURMHFW�RI�WKH�0RUH�
3URȴW�IURP�1LWURJHQ�FRWWRQ�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFW��
investigating management strategies to 
LPSURYLQJ�FRWWRQ�QLWURJHQ�XVH�HɝFLHQF\��
This research is supported by funding from 
WKH�$XVWUDOLDQ�*RYHUQPHQW�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�
Agriculture, Water and the Environment as a 
SDUW�RI�LWV�5XUDO�5	'�IRU�3URȴW�SURJUDP��&RWWRQ�
5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�&RUSRUDWLRQ�
�&5'&��DQG�16:�'3Ζ��

Global production consumption & stocks 
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&KLQD�UHPDLQHG�WKH�PDMRU�H[SRUW�ORFDWLRQ��
FRPPDQGLQJ�����RI�QDWLRQDO�H[SRUWV�DW�D�
YDOXH�RI������PLOOLRQ��$XVWUDOLDȇV�H[SRUWV�RI�
FRWWRQ�WR�&KLQD�EHQHȴWWHG�IURP�WKH�UHFHQW�86�
&KLQD�WUDGH�ZDUV��ZLWK�VWURQJ�H[SRUW�GHPDQG�
despite the much smaller crop ��.   

Trade
7KH�UHFHQW�WUHQG�KDV�VHHQ�9LHWQDP�DQG�
Bangladesh picking up a larger share of 
national cotton exports over the past four 
\HDUV�ZLWK�H[SRUWV�DYHUDJLQJ�����DQG�����
respectively over this period ��. 

13dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/cotton
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Wheat
C R O P P I N G

Wheat production rose marginally in 
2019-20 with the bulk of production 
originating from southern areas of the 
state. Wheat prices remained strong, as 
domestic supply continued to languish.

3URGXFWLRQ�ZDV�XS�VOLJKWO\�DW�����LQ���������
RQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�WR������PLOOLRQ�WRQQHV��
DOWKRXJK�WKLV�ZDV�VWLOO�GRZQ�VLJQLȴFDQWO\�RQ�
WKH�PRYLQJ����\HDU�DYHUDJH�RI������PLOOLRQ�
tonnes ��. The drought conditions took a toll 
on wheat production with a general absence 
of reasonable planting moisture and limited 
follow up rain in most of the cropping belt. 
<LHOGV�ZHUH�HVWLPDWHG�DW�����WRQQHV�KD��
compared to the millennium drought where 
\LHOGV�GURSSHG�WR�DV�ORZ�DV������WRQQHV�KD���. 

Production
Elevated prices were a combination of stronger 
global wheat prices and lower exchange rates, 
however overwhelmingly reduced domestic 
supply was the major contributor. 

The recent high prices also posed the 
likelihood that domestic prices will converge 
WR�SDULW\�ZLWK�JOREDO�ZKHDW�SULFHV�LQ����������
as the prospects local supply constraints begin 
to dissipate as NSW gets the closer to the next 
harvest. 

Price

Wheat prices & exchange rates
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Exchange rate

Output $801M est.

Up 7% yoy.

$
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'XH�WR�WKH�SRRU�VHDVRQ�LQ����������H[SRUWV�
RI�ZKHDW�IURP�16:�ZHUH�OLPLWHG�WR�����
WKRXVDQG�WRQQHV��GRZQ�����RQ�WKH�PRYLQJ�
��\HDU�DYHUDJH���. The poor season also meant 
WKDW�JUDLQ��LQFOXGLQJ�ZKHDW��ZDV�PRYHG�
IURP�LQWHUVWDWH�ORFDWLRQV�VXFK�DV�9LFWRULD�
and South Australia to support intensive 
livestock, supplementary feeding and feedlot 
operations. 

Trade

$V�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�FDVH�VLQFH�������SURGXFWLRQ�LV�
expected to balance or outstrip consumption 
leading to a buildup in global closing stocks 
annually ���.  

&29Ζ'����KDV�VHHQ�UHVWULFWLRQV�SODFHG�RI�
exports of wheat from the world’s largest 
wheat production region, the Black Sea, on 
the grounds of national food security.  

5XVVLD�SODFHG�DQ�H[SRUW�OLPLW�RI���PLOOLRQ�
WRQQHV�IRU�WKH�-XQH�4XDUWHU�������ZKLOH�
8NUDLQH�SODFHG�D�VHDVRQ�WRWDO�H[SRUW�FDS�RI�
�����PLOOLRQ�WRQQHV�XS�XQWLO�WKH�HQG�RI�-XQH�
2020 ���. 

Macroeconomic 
Conditions

Rural Resilience Program
7KH�'3Ζ�5XUDO�5HVLOLHQFH�WHDP�ZRUN�
with primary producers across regional 
and remote NSW to build personal 
and business resilience, which is an essential 
tool to withstand the challenges of rural life 
and farm based businesses. 

 The Rural Resilience program treats resilience 
as a process rather than an outcome noting 
the importance of building and maintaining 
personal resilience, especially for people 
who run businesses, are part of a family, are 
service providers, or local leaders in drought 
impacted areas. 

104,000
tonnes of wheat 

exported in 2019-20

93% YEAR ON YEAR

15dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/wheat

https://www.fas.usda.gov/databases/production-supply-and-distribution-online-psd
https://www.reuters.com/article/grains-ukraine-limits/ukraines-bakers-ask-government-to-limit-exports-of-grain-products-idUSL8N2BK4UY
http://dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/wheat


Barley
C R O P P I N G

Barley producers felt compounding 
impacts of successive years of drought 
on barley production, and the Chinese 
decision to impose 80.5% duties to 
Australian barley exports in 2019-20. 

&KLQDȇV�EDUOH\�GHPDQG�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�DW�OHDVW�EH�
partially met from alternate markets, creating 
opportunities for Australian exporters to 
SRWHQWLDOO\�ȴOO�DQ\�GHPDQG�GLVSODFHPHQW�
resulting from the decision, albeit possibly at a 
ORZHU�SULFH�SRLQW�LQ���������

Macroeconomic 
Conditions

'U\�FRQGLWLRQV�KDG�D�ELJ�LPSDFW�RQ�EDUOH\�
production with a decline of 23% year on 
\HDU�WR�����WKRXVDQG�WRQQHV��WKH�ORZHVW�OHYHO�
LQ����\HDUV��7KH�GHFOLQH�ZDV�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�
of reduced acres and lower yields which 
DYHUDJHG�����WRQQHV�KD��DW�RGGV�ZLWK�
other major winter crops where yields 
increased marginally. This is attributed to the 
incremental dry conditions that built up over 
successive seasons, depleting soil moisture 
and leaving farmers with little inclination to 
risk failed crops ��. 

Production

'RPHVWLF�EDUOH\�SULFHV�GHWDFKHG�IURP�JOREDO�
IHHG�JUDLQ�SULFHV�LQ������DQG�UHPDLQHG�
elevated until recently, with drought 
related feed supply shortages in NSW and 
Queensland being the main domestic driver 
of barley prices.  

&KLQDȇV�UHFHQW�GHFLVLRQ�WR�LPSRVH�D�FRPELQHG�
OHY\�RI�������RQ�$XVWUDOLDQ�EDUOH\�LPSRUWV�
coincided with the prospects of a large 
��������FURS��%DUOH\�SULFHV�XOWLPDWHO\�FORVHG�
the year down approximately 32% on the 
previous year’s closing prices ��. 

Price

Output $198M est.

Down 39% yoy.

$
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Australian exports of barley were estimated 
DW�����PLOOLRQ�WRQQHV�LQ���������ZKLFK�
UHSUHVHQWV�D�����GHFOLQH�\HDU�RQ�\HDU���. The 
majority of these exports are traditionally 
derived from Western Australia and South 
$XVWUDOLD��DQG�HYHQ�PRUH�VR�LQ���������GXH�WR�
drought induced supply issues.  

Trade ag

NSW remained a net importer of grain for 
livestock feeding and malting, however 
in comparison to the previous year, grain 
�LQFOXGLQJ�EDUOH\��SUHGRPLQDQWO\�FDPH�IURP�
9LFWRULD�DQG�6RXWK�$XVWUDOLD�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�
Western Australia ��. 

Australian exports vs major importers
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Winter crop variety 
sowing guide 2020
Grain growers and agronomists can make 
better cropping decisions and increase 
SURȴWDELOLW\�ZLWK�WKH�VSHFLDOLVW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
in the Winter crop variety sowing guide 2020 
HGLWLRQ�SXEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�'3Ζ��7KLV�DQQXDO�
guide has new variety characteristics, grain 
quality and technical information, based 
on the latest research and development 
UHVXOWV�IURP�ERWK�'3Ζ�DQG�LQGXVWU\�SURJUDPV��
The guide will assist growers with informed 
planning, variety selection and management 
decisions that are right for their farming 
systems. 

17dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/barley

https://www.farmonline.com.au/story/6340183/east-coast-grain-imports-set-to-continue-into-2020/
http://dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/barley


Coarse grain production & average price
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Other Coarse Grains
C R O P P I N G

Coarse grain production fell from already 
low levels to the smallest crop on record 
in 2019-20, leading to a supply and 
demand gap that continued to support 
strong prices.  

Triticale and oat production increased by 
����DQG�����LQ���������UHVSHFWLYHO\��DOEHLW�
WKLV�ZDV�R΍�D�YHU\�ORZ�EDVH��7KLV�ZDV�R΍VHW�
by summer crop coarse grains of sorghum 
DQG�PDL]H��ZKHUH�SURGXFWLRQ�IHOO�E\�����
DQG�����\HDU�RQ�\HDU�UHVSHFWLYHO\��:LQWHU�
coarse grain production was supported by 
the marginally improved winter cropping 
conditions in the southern region relative 
to northern NSW where sorghum is 
predominantly grown ��. 

Production ac

As coarse grain supply continued to shrink 
in NSW, prices have progressively increased, 
DFFHOHUDWLQJ�VLQFH���������DV�IHHG�JUDLQV�
came into short supply. Maize, oats and 
sorghum hovered near record prices in 
H[FHVV�RI������W�DW�WLPHV�WKURXJK����������
eclipsed only by prices the year prior ��. 

Price ac

Output $127M est.

Down 35% yoy.

$
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16:�FRDUVH�JUDLQ�H[SRUWV�IHOO�����LQ������
���WR������PLOOLRQ��([SRUWV�DUH�W\SLFDOO\�
GRPLQDWHG�E\�VRUJKXP�H[SRUWV�WR�&KLQD�
KRZHYHU��WKH�SDVW�\HDU�VDZ�&KLQD�IDOO�IURP�
WKH�ODUJHVW�WR�WKH�ȴIWK�ODUJHVW�H[SRUW�PDUNHW��
owing to a limited exportable surplus of 
VRUJKXP��<HDU�RQ�\HDU�H[SRUWV�RI�WKH�RWKHU�
coarse grains remained relatively stable, albeit 
in very small quantities ��. 

Trade ac

Global coarse grain production (including 
EDUOH\��ZDV�HVWLPDWHG�WR�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�
PDUJLQDOO\�LQ���������WR������ELOOLRQ�WRQQHV��
VHFRQG�RQO\�WR���������ZKHQ�SURGXFWLRQ�KLW�
�����ELOOLRQ�WRQQHV����.  

The majority of global coarse grain production 
was used for livestock feed purposes, and 
ZKLOH�&29Ζ'����LPSDFWHG�GHPDQG�IRU�PHDW�
products, livestock herds are expected to 
be maintained in anticipation of recovery. In 
addition, the African Swine Fever outbreak in 
&KLQD�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�KDYH�UHDFKHG�LWV�SHDN��
PHDQLQJ�IHHG�JUDLQ�GHPDQG�IURP�&KLQD�LV�
likely to now stabilise �. 

Macroeconomic 
Conditions ac

Building capacity of 
young crop researchers
The Tamworth Agricultural Institute is 
KRVWLQJ�WKUHH�3K'�VFKRODUVKLS�FDQGLGDWHV�
DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�*UDLQV�$JURQRP\�3DWKRORJ\�
3DUWQHUVKLSȇV��*$33��FDSDFLW\�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�
skills development program in 2020. The 
*$33�LV�D�ORQJ�WHUP�SDUWQHUVKLS�EHWZHHQ�
'3Ζ�DQG�WKH�*UDLQV�5HVHDUFK�'HYHORSPHQW�
&RUSRUDWLRQ��*5'&���IRFXVHG�RQ�EXLOGLQJ�
research capacity in projects of importance to 
QRUWKHUQ�UHJLRQ�JURZHUV��'3Ζ�SURXGO\�LQYHVWV�
in young researchers to develop skills to 
support innovative research which can drive 
transformational changes to the industry. 

19dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/other-coarse-grains

https://www.fas.usda.gov/databases/production-supply-and-distribution-online-psd
https://daff.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/ABARES/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ASSET$002f0$002fSD_ASSET:1030381/one
http://dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/other-coarse-grains


Oilseeds
C R O P P I N G

Oilseed production had mixed fortunes 
in 2019-20 with cottonseed production 
down sharply compared to canola. Despite 
oil and biodiesel prices slumping, Chinese 
demand supported domestic canola prices.  

2LOVHHG�SURGXFWLRQ�IHOO�E\�����LQ���������WR�
����WKRXVDQG�WRQQHV�LQ�WRWDO��WKH�ORZHVW�OHYHOV�
VLQFH���������ZKHQ�����WKRXVDQG�WRQQHV�ZHUH�
SURGXFHG��&RWWRQ�VHHG�SURGXFWLRQ�SOXPPHWHG�
E\�DURXQG�����RZLQJ�WR�D�ODFN�RI�LUULJDWLRQ�
allocations.  

&DQROD�SURGXFWLRQ�IDUHG�EHWWHU�WKDQ�H[SHFWHG��
ZLWK�WKH�FURS�GRZQ�E\�D�UHODWLYHO\�PRGHVW�����
WR�����WKRXVDQG�WRQQHV�DLGHG�E\�VWURQJHU�

Production

&DQROD�VHHG�SULFHV�ZHUH�ZHOO�VXSSRUWHG�
GRPHVWLFDOO\�RYHU����������ZLWK�SULFHV�HQGLQJ�
WKH�\HDU�XS�E\�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����RQ�WKH�VDPH�
WLPH�D�\HDU�SULRU�DQG�VLWWLQJ�DW������W�GHOLYHUHG�
WR�3RUW�.HPEOD���. 

Price

yields than a year prior and a modest regional 
seasonal improvement in southern cropping 
regions ��. 

Canola price & canola opening stocks
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Output $143M est.

Down 9% yoy.

$
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Australia’s canola crush was steady at an 
HVWLPDWHG�����WKRXVDQG�WRQQHV��ZLWK�WKH�
majority of this predominantly crushed on the 
$XVWUDOLDQ�(DVW�&RDVW����.  The value of NSW 
RLOVHHG�H[SRUWV�IHOO�E\�����LQ���������WR�MXVW�
�����PLOOLRQ�DQG�WR�OHYHOV�QRW�VHHQ�VLQFH�WKH�
SHDN�RI�WKH�PLOOHQQLXP�GURXJKW�LQ����������
1DWLRQDOO\�RLOVHHG�H[SRUWV�JUHZ�E\�����LQ�
YDOXH�WHUPV�GULYHQ�E\�H[SRUWV�IURP�9LFWRULD��
demonstrating that NSW production levels 
ZHUH�ȴQHO\�EDODQFHG�ZLWK�GRPHVWLF�FUXVK�
requirements ��. 

Trade

'HPDQG�IRU�FUXGH�RLO�DQG�ELRGLHVHO�GURSSHG�
VLJQLȴFDQWO\�LQ���������GXULQJ�WKH�KHLJKW�RI�
JRYHUQPHQW�LPSRVHG�ORFNGRZQ�PHDVXUHV��7KLV�
led to some pressure on canola seed prices, 
however they have since begun to somewhat 
recover as measures have progressively eased �. 

$XVWUDOLDQ�FDQROD�SULFHV�KDYH�EHQHȴWWHG�IURP�
D�UHFHQW�WUDGH�GLVSXWH�ZKHUH�&KLQD�LPSRVHG�
EDQV�RQ�&DQDGLDQ�&DQROD�VHHG�H[SRUWV�IURP�WKH�
WZR�ODUJHVW�&DQDGLDQ�H[SRUW�ȴUPV��5LFKDUGVRQ�
ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�DQG�9LWHUUD�ΖQF�LQ�0DUFK������
���&DQDGD�LV�$XVWUDOLDȇV�ODUJHVW�FDQROD�H[SRUW�
competitor which has led to a divergence in 
prices. 

Macroeconomic 
Conditions

Hayman soybean variety 
is a winner
Another successful harvest of the Hayman 
soybean variety was completed in 2020, 
\LHOGLQJ�ODUJH��KLJK�SURWHLQ�JUDLQ�GHVWLQHG�
for tofu and other soybean related product 
markets in Australia and overseas. The 
new Hayman variety has been tested at 
WKH�*UDIWRQ�'3Ζ�UHVHDUFK�VWDWLRQ��'3Ζ��LQ�
SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�&6Ζ52�DQG�WKH�*UDLQV�
5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�&RUSRUDWLRQ�
�*5'&���GHYHORSV�QHZ�HOLWH�VR\EHDQ�YDULHWLHV�
IRU�1RUWK�&RDVW�DQG�$XVWUDOLDQ�JUDLQ�JURZHUV�
under the Australian Soybean Breeding 
3URJUDP��

$3.8 million
oilseed exports

79% YEAR ON YEAR

21dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/oilseeds
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Sugarcane
C R O P P I N G

Sugarcane production dropped to the 
lowest level in 5 years in 2019-20, while 
large carryover stocks in India and 
COVID-19 impacted on sugar prices. 

Global stocks of sugar have been rising 
sharply over the past decade, led by 
domestic stocks in India, which accounted for 
����RI�JOREDO�HQGLQJ�VWRFNV�DV�DW�-XQH������
���. Some competitor producers attributed 
to the oversupply due to a range of complex 
factors including India’s subsidy policy. India 
had begun drawing down on its inventories 
ZLWK�DQ�HVWLPDWHG����GURS�LQ�VWRFNV�RYHU�
���������+RZHYHU��IXQGDPHQWDO�GHPDQG�
issues and logistics problems as a result of 
&29Ζ'����VORZHG�SURJUHVV��

Macroeconomic 
Conditions

Sugarcane growers were susceptible to 
WKH�RQJRLQJ�GU\�FRQGLWLRQV�LQ����������
with Southern Queensland and Northern 
NSW production down 23% and 20% 
respectively. The area planted accounted 
for approximately half the decline, with the 
other half attributed to lower yields which 
FDPH�LQ�DW�������WRQQHV�KD�RI�FDQH�LQ�16:��
1HYHUWKHOHVV��16:�VWLOO�DFKLHYHG�\LHOGV�����
above national average yields ��. 

Production

Local spot prices averaged an increase of 
���LQ���������KRZHYHU��WKH\�HQGHG�WKH�\HDU�
DW������W��GRZQ�����IURP�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�
VLJQLȴFDQW�SHDN�LQ�2FWREHU��������. Sugar 
prices were hindered by global stock levels 

Price

which were starting to be drawn down, 
with prices responding over the second 
KDOI�RI������DQG�HDUO\�������+RZHYHU��
&29Ζ'����GHQWHG�VXJDU�SULFHV�RQFH�DJDLQ�
as consumption slowed with strict lockdown 
restrictions in the food service sector �. 

$397per tonne

Output $65M est.

Down 11% yoy.

$

Primary Industries in NSW22

https://www.fas.usda.gov/databases/production-supply-and-distribution-online-psd
https://asmc.com.au/policy-advocacy/sugar-industry-overview/statistics/
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/pdi
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([SRUWV�RI�VXJDU��VROLG�IRUP��IURP�16:�
LQFUHDVHG�E\�D�VXEVWDQWLDO�������LQ������
20 however, when taking into account the 
major production regions of Queensland, 
VXJDU�H[SRUWV�ZHUH�XS�D�PRUH�PRGHVW�������
QDWLRQDOO\�\HDU�RQ�\HDU���16:�H[SRUWV�ZHUH�
YDOXHG�DW�������PLOOLRQ�LQ���������ZLWK�D�
IXUWKHU������WKRXVDQG�LQ�WKH�IXUWKHU�UHȴQHG�
molasses exports ��. 

Trade

Global ending stocks & futures price
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Young Farmers Business 
Program
7KH�<RXQJ�)DUPHU�%XVLQHVV�3URJUDP�LV�
creating opportunities for young farmers 
DQG�ȴVKHUV�WR�HQWHU�RU�H[SDQG�WKHLU�H[LVWLQJ�
businesses by helping them improve their 
business skills. The Young Farmer Business 
3URJUDP�KDV�EHHQ�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�16:�
*RYHUQPHQW�WKURXJK�WKH�'3Ζ�WR�GHOLYHU�D�
multifaceted approach to help young farmers 
DQG�ȴVKHUV���

The program is providing access to new 
business ideas, tools, products and services 
UHOHYDQW�WR�\RXQJ�IDUPHUV�DQG�ȴVKHUV��

23dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/sugarcane
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Pulses
C R O P P I N G

Pulse production was influenced by 
variations in regional drought intensity. 
Limited supplies received price support 
from Pakistan for chickpeas and the feed 
grain sector for lupins.

'HVSLWH�D�WRXJK�VHDVRQ�SXOVH�FURS�SURGXFWLRQ�
LQFUHDVHG�E\�����WR�����WKRXVDQG�WRQQHV�LQ�
��������RQ�WKH�EDFN�RI�ORZHU�SODQWHG�KHFWDUHV�
PRUH�WKDQ�R΍VHW�E\�KLJKHU�\LHOGV��&KLFNSHD�
SURGXFWLRQ�VOXPSHG�WR�D����\HDU�ORZ�RI����
thousand tonnes due to the disproportional 
intensity of the drought in Northern NSW. Field 
peas and lupins had combined production 
RI����WKRXVDQG�WRQQHV�DQG�����RI�WRWDO�
SXOVH�SURGXFWLRQ��UHȵHFWLQJ�UHODWLYH�VHDVRQDO�
improvement in southern regions of NSW ��. 

Production
Lupin prices in particular were buoyed 
E\�WKH�VWRFN�IHHG�PDUNHW�LQ����������ZLWK�
IDUPHUV�ORRNLQJ�IRU�HLWKHU�KLJK�HQHUJ\�DQG�
RU�JRRG�SURWHLQ�OHYHOV��&KLFNSHD�SULFHV�DOVR�
demonstrated resilience especially in light of 
WKH�WDUL΍V�LPSRVHG�E\�ΖQGLD�LQ������DQG������
ZKLFK�UHPDLQ�DW�����IRU�'HVL�FKLFNSHDV���. 

Price

Pulse prices delivered to Junee
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Output $57M est.

Down 20% yoy.

$
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Exports of pulse crops from NSW declined 
E\�D�PRGHVW����WR�������PLOOLRQ�LQ����������
although understandably down on the peak 
H[SRUW�VHDVRQ�RI���������ZKHQ��������PLOOLRQ�
RI�SXOVHV�ZHUH�H[SRUWHG��$SSUR[LPDWHO\�����
RI�WKH���������H[SRUWV�ZHUH�FKLFNSHDV��ZLWK�
stronger pricing over the spring and summer 
months enticing old crop out of storage to 
supplement the limited new crop supply ��. 

Trade

A recent run of average or above average 
monsoon season rainfall meant India was able 
to support domestic demand for pulse crops 
internally, and in particular for chickpeas. 
3OHDVLQJO\�IRU�$XVWUDOLDQ�SURGXFHUV��GHPDQG�
for chickpeas and other pulse crops surfaced 
IURP�%DQJODGHVK��3DNLVWDQ�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�
$UDE�(PLUDWHV��3DNLVWDQȇV�FKLFNSHD�SURGXFWLRQ�
was impacted by a range of seasonal factors 
which led to variations in quality, with 
Australian chickpeas used to blend with local 
SURGXFW�IRU�WKH�'KDO�PDUNHW���. 

Macroeconomic 
Conditions
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Scholarships cultivating 
research leaders
(DFK�\HDU�WKH�'3Ζ�FDOOV�IRU�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�
of crop researchers to apply for Farrer 
Memorial Travelling Scholarships to support 
and encourage them to expand their studies 
and gain international networks. 

These scholarships assist postgraduate 
VWXGHQWV�HQUROOHG�IRU�D�3K'�LQ�DQ\�DVSHFW�RI�
ȴHOG�FURS�UHVHDUFK�DQG�DOORZ�WKHVH�IXWXUH�
leaders to research best global practices 
to understand how other countries are 
managing challenges in primary industries.

97% of all pulse
exports are
chickpeas

25dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/pulses
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Rice
C R O P P I N G

Dwindling water allocations led to the 
smallest two consecutive rice crops on 
record in 2018-19 and 2019-20. Record 
prices yields were some positives in the 
small season. 

5LFH�SURGXFWLRQ�GHFOLQHG�E\�����WR�MXVW����
WKRXVDQG�WRQQHV�LQ����������WKH�ORZHVW�
OHYHO�VLQFH�WKH���������VHDVRQ��2Q�D�PRUH�
SRVLWLYH�WRQH��SURGXFHUV�PDQDJHG�D�VLJQLȴFDQW�
improvement in yield which increased by 
����WR������WRQQHV�KD��LQGLFDWLQJ�WKH�DGGHG�
incentive to maximise grower returns in a 
water constrained season ��. 

Production
Historically low production levels meant that 
rice merchants and the largest Australian 
ULFH�SURFHVVRU�6XQULFH��QHHGHG�WR�R΍HU�YHU\�
high prices in order to incentivize production 
ZLWK�WKH�OLPLWHG�DOORFDWLRQV�RQ�R΍HU��$V�D�
UHVXOW��SULFHV�EURNH�DOO�WLPH�UHFRUGV�DW�DQ�
HVWLPDWHG�DYHUDJH�RI������W�DQG�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�
ȴ[HG�SULFH�KHFWDUH�FRQWUDFWV�IRU�5HL]LT�YDULHW\��
However, some producers were paid as much 
DV��������W�IRU�RUJDQLF�ULFH�YDULHWLHV�RQ�ȴ[HG�
price hectare contracts � ���.

Price

Water allocations & rice production
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Output $34M est.

Up 7% yoy.
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As a result of declining production and 
dwindling domestic stocks of rice, national 
ULFH�H[SRUWV�VOXPSHG�E\�����\HDU�RQ�\HDU�WR�
�����PLOOLRQ��ΖQ�YROXPH�WHUPV�WKH�GHFOLQH�ZDV�
JUHDWHU��DOWKRXJK�WKLV�ZDV�R΍VHW�E\�D�����ULVH�
LQ�H[SRUW�SULFHV�WR��������W�DQG�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�
LQFUHDVHG�IDUP�JDWH�SULFHV�R΍HUHG�WR�JURZHUV�
last season ��. 

Trade

In contrast to the Australian rice industry, 
global rice production, use and stocks were 
all estimated to have reached record levels 
LQ����������IROORZLQJ�D�IDPLOLDU�WUHQG�VLQFH�
��������DIWHU�D�EULHI�IDOO�LQ�JOREDO�SURGXFWLRQ��
Although following similar trajectories, 
global production outstripped consumption 
IRU�WKH�SDVW�ȴIWHHQ�\HDUV�OHDGLQJ�WR�FXUUHQW�
HQGLQJ�VWRFNV�RI�������PLOOLRQ�WRQQHV����. 
Australia’s rice industry is centered around 
SURGXFWLRQ�RI�-DSRQLFD�ULFH�YDULHWLHV��*OREDO�
WUDGH�LQ�-DSRQLFD�YDULHWLHV�RQO\�DFFRXQW�IRU�
DQ�HVWLPDWHG�������D�PRUH�QLFKH�VHJPHQW�RI�
global rice trade ���. 

Macroeconomic 
Conditions

Yanco Agricultural 
Institute hosts the 2020 
Rice Industry Field Day
2Q���0DUFK������WKH�<DQFR�$JULFXOWXUDO�
Institute hosted the 2020 Rice Industry Field 
'D\���7KLV�RQH�GD\�HYHQW��5HVHDUFK�QRZ�
for tomorrow’s rice, was a collaboration 
EHWZHHQ�'3Ζ��5LFHJURZHUVȇ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�
Australia, SunRice, AgriFutures Australia 
DQG�5LFH�([WHQVLRQ��'3Ζ�6WD΍�VKRZFDVHG�
H[FOXVLYH�EHKLQG�WKH�VFHQHV�UHVHDUFK�WKURXJK�
LQIRUPDWLYH�VHVVLRQV�WR�RYHU�����ULFH�JURZHUV��
industry representatives and advisers 
including sessions on agronomy, nutrition, 
rice breeding and quality programs.  

$135 million
rice exports

51% YEAR ON YEAR

27dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/rice

https://www.fas.usda.gov/databases/production-supply-and-distribution-online-psd
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Livestock
O V E R V I E W

2019-20 was a year of mixed 
fortunes. For the first half of the year 
the cumulative impacts of low water 
availability and stock feed deficits 
continued to challenge the resilience of 

farm businesses. Autumn delivered a 
return to more favourable conditions, 
returning a feeling of optimism for many 
in the livestock sector. 

The value of livestock and livestock product 
industries was estimated to have increased 
���\HDU�RQ�\HDU��ODUJHO\�GULYHQ�E\�UHFRUG�
farmgate prices for beef, sheepmeat, goats, 
pork and milk. The output for livestock 
�PHDW��ZDV��������PLOOLRQ��XS�����\HDU�RQ�
year, with beef cattle the main contributor by 
value. Livestock products output (milk, eggs 
DQG�ZRRO��ZDV��������PLOOLRQ��VWHDG\�\HDU�
RQ�\HDU��ZLWK�WKH�PDLQ�FRQWULEXWRU�E\�YDOXH�
being wool. 

A lack of supply was the main limiting 
factor for almost every livestock sector and 
will likely remain an ongoing challenge, 
particularly for the beef and sheepmeat and 
SRUN�LQGXVWULHV��2YHUDOO�GHPDQG�IRU�16:�
meat protein remained strong, particularly in 
Asia, led by the lower currency and a protein 
shortage created by African Swine Fever. 
&DWWOH�DQG�VKHHS�SULFHV�UHDFKLQJ�KLVWRULF�
KLJKV��&RPSHWLWLRQ�IRU�WKH�VLJQLȴFDQWO\�

Livestock and 
Livestock Products

7KH�VKRUW�WHUP�RXWORRN�ZLOO�ODUJHO\�EH�GULYHQ�
by the ongoing global response to the 
&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�DQG�D�FRQWUDFWLRQ�RI�WKH�
JOREDO�HFRQRP\��2YHUDOO��WKH�GHPDQG�IRU�IRRG�
staples is less likely to be impacted. However, 
demand for products such as wool is more 
closely correlated to income. 

'URXJKW�UHFRYHU\�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�LPSRUWDQW��
Farmgate prices will remain elevated for most 
industries until production recovers.  There 
is a growing discrepancy between domestic 
farmgate prices and global prices, however 
WKH�RQJRLQJ�LQȵXHQFH�RI�$IULFDQ�6ZLQH�)HYHU�
on the protein industry will support export 
GHPDQG�LQ�WKH�VKRUW�PHGLXP�WHUP��

Outlook

reduced local milk pool also saw domestic 
farmgate milk prices reach record highs. 
Wool markets struggled due to weakened 
GHPDQG�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����
outbreak. 
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Keeping NSW 
parthenium-free
3DUWKHQLXP�ZHHG�LQYDGHV�SDVWXUHV�DQG�FURSV�
DQG�SRVHV�D�VLJQLȴFDQW�ELRVHFXULW\�ULVN�WR�16:��
3DUWKHQLXP�LV�ZLGHVSUHDG�LQ�4XHHQVODQG�
FRYHULQJ�DQ�DUHD�RI����PLOOLRQ�KHFWDUHV�LQ�
central areas of the state, causing millions of 
dollars in damage to livestock and cropping 
industries. 

7R�SUHYHQW�WKLV�RFFXUULQJ�LQ�16:��'3Ζ�
encourages anyone who suspects they have 
seen parthenium weed to note the location 
DQG�FDOO�WKH�16:�'3Ζ�%LRVHFXULW\�+HOSOLQH�������
���������

Livestock & Livestock Products Estimated Output 2019-20
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Beef Cattle
L I V E S T O C K

With dry conditions persisting at the start of 
the year, slaughter remained elevated.  By 
'HFHPEHU������WKH�IHPDOH�VODXJKWHU�UDWH�
ZDV�XS�WR�����DQG�WRWDO�VODXJKWHU�ZDV�XS����
on the previous year’s already high levels as 
producers sold core breeding stock to manage 
the dry conditions.  However, widespread 
rain from February 2020 provided producers 
with some relief and monthly slaughter levels 
GURSSHG�VLJQLȴFDQWO\�SHDNLQJ�DW������\HDU�RQ�
year in May 2020 ���.  As a result, production 
GURSSHG�����GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU����.   

Production

2YHUDOO�SULFHV�URVH�E\�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�����
GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU���3ULFHV�GHFOLQHG�VOLJKWO\�RYHU�
WKH�ȴUVW�VL[�PRQWKV�RI�WKH�\HDU�KRZHYHU�
remained reasonably resilient given continued 
severe drought conditions. Finished stock 
were in short supply and attracted a 
premium.  Widespread rain from February 
2020 changed the market dynamics and all 

Price

The value of the industry increased 
by an estimated 6% to $2,729 million, 
with decreased supply offset by an 
improvement in prices.

prices rose sharply especially for restocker 
type cattle.  The restocker steer to heavy 
steer premium increased from one of the 
largest discounts on to the largest premium 
on record in March 2020 ���.  By the end of 
the year farmgate prices for feeder steers in 
Australia were more expensive than anywhere 
RWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�86�

17% YEAR ON YEAR

$2.1 billion
NSW beef exports

Output $2,729M est.

Up 6% yoy.

$
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Keeping NSW cattle  
tick-free

7KH�16:�'3Ζ�&DWWOH�7LFN�3URJUDP�ZRUNV�
WR�NHHS�16:�WLFN�IUHH�WKURXJK�PRYHPHQW�
controls on animals from tick infested 
areas, implementing strategies to eradicate 
outbreaks of ticks and tick fever and updating 
industry on developments in cattle tick control. 

&DWWOH�WLFN�LV�WKH�PRVW�VHULRXV�H[WHUQDO�SDUDVLWH�
of cattle in Australia, with an estimated annual 
FRVW�WR�WKH�LQGXVWU\�RI�PRUH�WKDQ������PLOOLRQ��
&DWWOH�WLFN�LV�D�QRWLȴDEOH�GLVHDVH�XQGHU�WKH�
16:�%LRVHFXULW\�5HJXODWLRQ�������

Australian and NSW exports remained 
YHU\�VWURQJ�GXULQJ����������7KH�YDOXH�RI�
16:�H[SRUWV�LQFUHDVHG�����WR������ELOOLRQ���
&RQWLQXHG�UREXVW�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPSHWLWLRQ�
supported prices and NSW volumes increased 
���WR���������WRQQHV������&KLQD�ZDV�RQFH�DJDLQ�
the main driver behind export growth.  Since 
�����WKH�YDOXH�RI�EHHI�H[SRUWV�IURP�16:�
WR�&KLQD�KDYH�JURZQ�DW�FRPSRXQG�DQQXDO�

Trade
growth rate of 33% ���SHU�DQQXP���&KLQD�KDV�
been the largest destination for Australian and 
16:�EHHI�VLQFH�������:KLOVW�D�JOREDO�SURWHLQ�
shortage created by African Swine Fever was 
undoubtedly a major driver of the strong 
&KLQHVH�GHPDQG��KLJKHU�YDOXH�FKLOOHG�EHHI�
continued to make up a higher proportion of 
WRWDO�H[SRUWV�JURZLQJ������E\�YDOXH�GXULQJ�
��������WR�UHDFK�����RI�WKH�WRWDO�H[SRUWHG�

Restocker steer vs heavy steer
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Wool
L I V E S T O C K

3URORQJHG�GURXJKW�FRQGLWLRQV�LPSDFWHG�
ȵRFN�QXPEHUV�DQG�VKRUQ�ZRRO�SURGXFWLRQ�
with high prices providing an incentive for 
producers to send a greater proportion of 
WKHLU�ȵRFN�WR�VODXJKWHU��3HU�KHDG�ZRRO�\LHOG�
increased 4% nationally to 4.3kg greasy 44. 

Production

*OREDO�ȴEUH�DQG�WH[WLOH�PDQXIDFWXULQJ�KXEV�
faced a double impact from the outbreak 
RI�&29Ζ'�����/RFNGRZQV�VDZ�SURFHVVLQJ�
operations shutdown which interrupted the 
supply of textiles. The global recessionary 
outlook also saw consumers turning away 
from discretionary and luxury products, 
VXFK�DV�ZRRO��LQ�IDYRXU�RI�FKHDSHU�ȴEUHV���. 
Global demand for wool deteriorated and 
order cancellations and lockdowns saw major 
interruptions within the retail sector.  

Macroeconomic 
conditions

Shorn wool production declined and the 
impacts of COVID-19 on global demand 
resulted in prices falling to 5-year lows. 

7KH�EHQFKPDUN�(0Ζ�IHOO����F�RU�����RQ�\HDU�
ago closing levels ��. Steep falls were felt across 
all micron categories with the fall in price least 
DW�WKH�VXSHUȴQH�HQG��ZKHUH�WKH�$:(;�DYHUDJH�
����wP�SULFH�JXLGH�ZDV�GRZQ�E\�������\HDU�
RQ�\HDU��7KH�IDOOV�SURJUHVVLYHO\�LQFUHDVHG�WR�
������DW���wP���.

Price

.H\�ZRRO�WHVW�SDUDPHWHUV�UHȵHFWHG�WKH�WRXJK�
seasonal conditions, with average clean 
\LHOG�UHPDLQLQJ�ORZ�DW�������ZKLOVW�PHDQ�
ȴEUH�GLDPHWHU�UHPDLQHG�UHODWLYHO\�VWHDG\�DW�
����wP����.

5% SHORN WOOL PRODUCTION 44

94.3
 estimated shorn
wool production

kg greasy

Output $1,098M est.

Down 6% yoy.

$
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https://www.wool.com/market-intelligence/wool-production-forecasts/australian-wool-production-forecast-report-august-2020/
https://www.anz.com.au/content/dam/anzcomau/pdf/ANZ-commodity-insights-issue-15-jul-2020.pdf
https://www.foxandlillie.com.au/wp-content/uploads/pdf/AWIS-Wool-Market-Review-26-June-2020-Week-52.pdf
https://www.foxandlillie.com.au/wp-content/uploads/pdf/AWIS-Wool-Market-Review-26-June-2020-Week-52.pdf
https://analytics.awta.com.au/KTDS/index.php?type=1&metric=2


Key research into Merino 
genetics
7KH�7UDQJLH�$JULFXOWXUDO�5HVHDUFK�&HQWUH�KDV�
a long history of research in sheep genetics 
and has contributed substantially to the 
understanding of the genetic characteristics of 
Merino sheep. 

6RPH�����RI�0HULQR�UDPV�VROG�LQ�16:��DQG�
����QDWLRQDOO\��DUH�QRZ�GHULYHG�IURP�VWXGV�
that use selection indexes in their breeding 
programs. Long term research programs at 
Trangie have made a major contribution to 
the development of these indexes.  

The disruption to milling and textile production 
IROORZLQJ�WKH�&29Ζ'����RXWEUHDN�UHVXOWHG�D�
fall in global consumption of wool textiles. As 
D�UHVXOW��H[SRUWV�GHFUHDVHG�WR�D�WRWDO�RI��������
WRQQHV��GRZQ�����FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�SUHYLRXV�
year ����ΖQ�YDOXH�WHUPV�H[SRUWV�ZHUH�ZRUWK������
PLOOLRQ��GRZQ�����RQ�WKH����\HDU�DYHUDJH���.

Trade
7KH�UHVWULFWLRQV�RQ�WUDGH�DOVR�D΍HFWHG�WKH�
number of available buyers and reduced 
competition. Lockdowns resulted in cancelled 
RUGHUV�RIWHQ�OHDYLQJ�&KLQD�DV�WKH�RQO\�PDMRU�
purchaser and in a strong position to dictate 
price 32��&KLQD�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�WKH�EXON�RI�
exports and largely maintained its market 
VKDUH�RI�����E\�YROXPH�DQG�����E\�YDOXH���.  

Wool price relative to EMI
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https://www.afr.com/companies/agriculture/why-wool-prices-are-in-free-fall-20200514-p54t1i
http://dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/wool


Sheepmeat
L I V E S T O C K

Sheepmeat producers benefitted from 
the combined effects of low supply, 
strong export demand and sustained 
high prices.

Total meat production increased, with an 
increase in average sheep and lamb carcase 
ZHLJKWV�R΍VHWWLQJ�ORZHU�VODXJKWHU�UDWHV��$�
SRVLWLYH�UHVXOW�IRU�ȵRFN�UHFRYHU\��EXW�DOVR�
an indicator of depleted supply. The tough 
VHDVRQDO�FKDOOHQJHV�IDFHG�GXULQJ���������
resulted in joining and marking rates falling 
����DQG�����UHVSHFWLYHO\��OLPLWLQJ�WKH�
DYDLODEOH�ODPE�VXSSO\�KHDGLQJ�LQWR���������24.

Production
*OREDO�PDUNHWV�UHȵHFWHG�VWURQJ�GHPDQG�
despite the economic uncertainty surrounding 
WKH�&29Ζ'����RXWEUHDN��6XSSO\�OLPLWDWLRQV�RXW�
of Australia’s closest competitor New Zealand, 
a slowing of supplies from other market 
FRPSHWLWRUV��DQG�WKH�VRIW��$8'��KHOSHG�VXSSRUW�
D����LQFUHDVH�LQ�H[SRUW�YROXPH�DQG�UHDFK�
D�UHFRUG�YDOXH�RI�RYHU����ELOOLRQ�IRU�WKH�ȴUVW�
time ����&KLQD�UHPDLQHG�WKH�ODUJHVW�DQG�PRVW�
valuable export market, increasing in value by 
D�VLJQLȴFDQW�����DQG�����E\�YROXPH�\HDU�RQ�
year �� with the protein gap created by African 
6ZLQH�)HYHU�LQ�WKH�&KLQHVH�VXSSO\�FKDLQ�RQH�RI�
the main drivers of demand ����([SRUWV�WR�&KLQD�
ZHUH�ODUJHO\�FRPSULVHG�RI�ORZHU�YDOXH��ERQH�LQ��
frozen cuts, where the majority of export growth 
KDV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��([SRUWV�WR�&KLQD�RI�
KLJKHU�YDOXH�IUHVK�DQG�IUR]HQ�FXWV�DUH�JURZLQJ�
however still only comprise approximately 0.3% 
of the market by volume ����ΖQ�FRQWUDVW��WKH�86$�
WDNHV�D�PXFK�KLJKHU�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�ERQH�LQ�DQG�
ERQHOHVV�FKLOOHG�FXWV�DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�����RI�
H[SRUWV�E\�YROXPH�LQ�����������. 

Trade

3% YEAR ON YEAR 115

193,364
SHEEPMEAT PRODUCTION

tonnes cwt

Output $1,458M est.

Up 33% yoy.

$
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https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/industry/agriculture/agricultural-commodities-australia/latest-release
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/agricultural-outlook/sheep-meat


Limited domestic supply, strong international 
demand and competition saw prices remain 
at historically high levels with all stock 
FDWHJRULHV�H[SHULHQFLQJ�VLJQLȴFDQW�JURZWK��
Strong competition between processors and 
UHVWRFNHUV�SODFHG�VLJQLȴFDQW�XSZDUG�SUHVVXUH�
on prices with the robust prices acting as 
an attractive counter to strong restocking 

Price
intentions after the improvement in seasonal 
conditions in early 2020. Mutton prices 
were the standout, with the NSW Mutton 
ΖQGLFDWRU�XS�����\HDU�RQ�\HDU������DERYH�WKH�
���\HDU�DYHUDJH�DQG�UHDFKLQJ�D�UHFRUG�KLJK�
LQ�-XQH���������. Lamb prices were also well 
supported with the NSW Trade lamb Indicator 
XS�����WR�DYHUDJH����F�NJ�FZW����.

Research improving the 
sheepmeat industry
'3Ζ�&RZUD�$JULFXOWXUDO�5HVHDUFK�DQG�$GYLVRU\�
6WDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�UHFRJQLVHG�DV�WKH�&HQWUH�
IRU�5HG�0HDW�DQG�6KHHS�'HYHORSPHQW��ZLWK�
a long and impressive research record in the 
improvement of the Australian sheepmeat 
industry. Recent activities have focussed on 
developing improvements in genetics, meat 
quality, nutrition, reproduction, lamb survival 
DQG�PDUNHW�GHYHORSPHQW��3ODQW�%UHHGHUV�
throughout Australia have used this site for 
RYHU�����\HDUV�WR�XQGHUWDNH�WKH�GHWDLOHG�
assessment of new selections and ultimately 
WKHLU�LQFOXVLRQ�LQ�RQ�VLWH�QDWLRQDO�YDULHW\�WULDOV���

Saleyard sheep & lamb indicators
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http://statistics.mla.com.au/Report/List
http://statistics.mla.com.au/Report/List
http://dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/sheepmeat


Poultry
L I V E S T O C K

Per capita consumption of poultry in 
Australia fell during the year by 4.3% 28.  
This was the largest decline on record as 
COVID-19 reduced restaurant and food 
service demand.

16:�FKLFNHQ�SURGXFWLRQ�ZDV�GRZQ������
LQ����������&29Ζ'����KDG�D�ODUJH�LPSDFW�
on demand for poultry meat in the last 
quarter of the year. Whilst sales through 
supermarkets surged as consumers 
stockpiled staples, sales through food service 
and restaurants declined.  Approximately 
����RI�SRXOWU\�VDOHV�DUH�WKURXJK�
supermarkets �����$SSUR[LPDWHO\�����RI�VDOHV�
are to food service and restaurants, one of 
WKH�VHFWRUV�PRVW�LPSDFWHG�E\�&29Ζ'�������. 

Production
3URGXFHU�SULFHV�UHȵHFWV�ERWK�WKH�SULFH�UHFHLYHG�
by contract growers and other costs (including 
IHHG�FRVWV��LQFXUUHG�LQ�UHDULQJ�SRXOWU\�WR�
WKH�SURFHVVLQJ�VWDJH��3URGXFHU�SULFHV�ZHUH�
estimated to have risen by 2.3% �� and retail 
prices were up 2.4% �����'LVFRXQWLQJ�WR�FOHDU�
excess inventory during the last quarter of 
WKH�\HDU�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�&29Ζ'����WHPSHUHG�WKH�
DQQXDO�LQFUHDVH��3RXOWU\�PHDW�FRQWLQXHG�WR�
improve its price competitiveness relative to 
red meats with beef’s premium to poultry for 
both producer prices and retail prices reaching 
new highs during the year.   

Price

Beef price premium to poultry
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Output $782M est.

Steady yoy.
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https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/industry/agriculture/livestock-products-australia/latest-release
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/agricultural-outlook/australian-crop-report%23download-report
http://statistics.mla.com.au/Report/List


Australia exports a small amount of poultry 
PHDW��16:�H[SRUWV�LQFUHDVHG������GXULQJ�
��������WR�������PLOOLRQ���. Towards the end 
of the year a relaxing of import requirements 
created an opportunity for increased exports 
to Singapore.  

Trade

&29Ζ'����KDV�KDG�D�VLJQLȴFDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�
poultry industry due to the high proportion 
of sales to food service. High feed and water 
costs were already increasing overall costs 
IRU�WKH�LQGXVWU\��7KH�&29Ζ'����LQGXFHG�
oversupply limited price rises. This has 
created challenges for both farmers and 
processors and there has been some industry 
restructuring as a result. Nevertheless, poultry 
PHDW�UHWDLQV�D�VLJQLȴFDQW�SULFH�DGYDQWDJH�
relative to other protein sources. Reduced 
supply of beef and lamb is expected to result 
in this price advantage continuing to increase. 

Outlook

DPI providing quality 
assured laboratory 
testing services
7KH�'3Ζ�SURYLGH�TXDOLW\�DVVXUHG�ODERUDWRU\�
WHVWLQJ�VHUYLFHV�LQ�WKH�ȴHOGV�RI�YHWHULQDU\�SD�
thology, analytical chemistry and plant health. 

'3Ζ�ODERUDWRU\�VHUYLFHV�XQGHUWDNH�GLDJQRVWLF�
testing to support surveillance, accreditation, 
export, diagnostic and emergency activities 
for animal and plant diseases in NSW and in�
WHUVWDWH��16:�'3Ζ�ODERUDWRU\�VHUYLFHV�LV�D�QHW�
work of NATA accredited laboratories across 
the state with laboratory facilities at Wollong�
EDU��0HQDQJOH��:DJJD�:DJJD�DQG�2UDQJH�

POULTRY SALES

38%
supermarkets 

37dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/poultry

http://dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/poultry


Milk
L I V E S T O C K

Difficult seasonal conditions and cost 
challenges created a tough operating 
environment for dairy farmers. Farmgate 
prices reached record highs in response to 
the reduction in supply.

The successive gradual drop in production over 
WKH�ODVW���\HDUV�KDV�EHHQ�GULYHQ�E\�D�QXPEHU�
of factors, mainly stemming from drought, 
such as smaller herd numbers, reduced 

Production milk yields, and higher input costs including 
additional fodder and water. 

The progressive annual reduction in the 
Eastern Australian milk pool over the last few 
years has resulted in drinking milk processors 
LQFUHDVLQJO\�GUDZLQJ�RQ�1RUWKHUQ�9LFWRULDQ�
milk supplies to supplement seasonal lows in 
PLON�DYDLODELOLW\�LQ�16:�DQG�4/'��'3Ζ�HVWLPDWHV�
suggest that NSW processors are sourcing 
almost 30% of their raw milk requirements 
IURP�RXWVLGH�WKH�VWDWH��SULPDULO\�9LFWRULD��

NSW monthly milk production
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4% YEAR ON YEAR

1,043 ML
NSW milk production 54

Output $647M est.

Up 9% yoy.

$
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([SRUW�YROXPHV�RI�IUHVK�PLON�IHOO����\HDU�RQ�
year ��. However, supply and demand were 
favourably balanced for price growth, with 
the value of fresh milk exports increasing 
VLJQLȴFDQWO\��XS�����\HDU�RQ�\HDU�WR�����
million ����'HPDQG�FRQWLQXHG�WR�EH�VXSSRUWHG�
E\�&KLQD��+RQJ�.RQJ�DQG�0DOD\VLD���.

Trade

Price

'XH�WR�WKH�VHDVRQDO�QDWXUH�RI�PLON�SULFH�
contracts and the highly competitive domestic 
PLON�VXSSO\�HQYLURQPHQW��WKH�&29Ζ'����
RXWEUHDN�GLG�QRW�LPSDFW�16:���������
farmgate prices. Globally, fourth quarter dairy 
prices showed a clearly negative trend, but 
WKH�IXOO�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�RXWEUHDN�DQG�LWV�H΍HFWV�
on dairy demand and global prices will not 
become fully apparent in the domestic market 
WLOO�DW�OHDVW���������

Macroeconomic 
Conditions

'HVSLWH�WKH�H[WUD�FRVWV�RI�WUDQVSRUWLQJ�PLON��
processors became progressively more 
motivated to secure supply and, with global 

Farmgate milk prices hit record levels due to 
GURXJKW�LQGXFHG�FRQVWUDLQWV�RQ�VXSSO\�DQG�D�
lower dollar.

dairy commodity prices relatively stable, 
competition between processors was the main 
IDFWRU�GULYLQJ�WKH�IDUPJDWH�PLON�SULFH�LQ������
20. Whilst this resulted in an average increase 
to farmgate prices in the south of the state, 
traditional drinking milk suppliers were faced 
with increased competition from southern 
export focused suppliers. 

Milking Edge Project
Milking Edge is an Australia dairy industry 
SURMHFW�GHOLYHUHG�E\�WKH�'3Ζ��LQ�FROODERUDWLRQ�
ZLWK�'DLU\�$XVWUDOLD�DQG�'H/DYDO��WR�VXSSRUW�
the dairy industry to consider, invest 
and operate Automatic Milking Systems 
successfully. 

Milking Edge is built on a decade of successful 
UHVHDUFK�DQG�WKH�3URMHFW�WHDP�KDV�EHHQ�
working hard to develop training and 
extension programs for Automatic Milking 
Systems in Australia.

11% YEAR ON YEAR

$8.55
NSW average farmgate price 56

per kg MS
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Eggs
L I V E S T O C K

The NSW egg industry continued to face 
difficult operating conditions during the 
year. Grain prices remained elevated 
and producers also faced the additional 
challenge of an outbreak of salmonella.   

3URGXFWLRQ�ZDV�HVWLPDWHG�WR�KDYH�
UHPDLQHG�UHODWLYHO\�ȵDW�GXULQJ����������
A combination of two successive yearly 
declines in the number of laying chicks 
hatched, continued drought conditions 
and outbreaks of salmonella led to a 
reduction in production at the start of 
the year. However, supported by strong 
demand, production recovered by the end 
RI�WKH�\HDU��3RSXODWLRQ�JURZWK��LQFUHDVHG�
GHPDQG�IURP�&29Ζ'����DQG�WKH�FRQWLQXLQJ�
popularity of eggs as an alternative source 
RI�SURWHLQ�VXSSRUWHG�GHPDQG��3HU�FDSLWD�
FRQVXPSWLRQ�UHPDLQHG�EURDGO\�ȵDW�DW�����
eggs per capita 43. There were some delays 
in resolving new animal welfare standards 
and the resulting uncertainty has limited 
new investment in cage production systems 
however, investment in new free range and 
barn systems continued. The demand spike 
experienced during the early stages of the 
&29Ζ'����VKRZV�WKDW�HJJV�UHPDLQHG�D�YHU\�
important part of consumer’s diet. 

Production
The continued switch by consumers from 
cage produced eggs to higher priced free 
range and barn produced eggs, some early 
supply shortages at the beginning of the year 
DQG�LQFUHDVHG�GHPDQG�GXH�WR�&29Ζ'�����
pushed up average price by an estimated 
�����22. Eggs are typically produced in an 
intensive farming system and, along with 
pork and chicken, have become an important 
DQG�YHU\�D΍RUGDEOH�IRUP�RI�SURWHLQ��3ULFHV�
KDYH�ULVHQ�DW�D�VLJQLȴFDQWO\�ORZHU�UDWH�WKDQ�
traditional meats such as beef and lamb.

Price

per capita

246 eggs

Output $249M est.

Up 4% yoy.

$
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https://www.australianeggs.org.au/dmsdocument/1197-anuual-report-2020
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/economy/price-indexes-and-inflation/consumer-price-index-australia/latest-release


International trade in eggs is small and is 
XVXDOO\�LQȵXHQFHG�E\�RXWEUHDNV�RI�DYLDQ�
LQȵXHQ]D��7KHUH�ZHUH�QR�VLJQLȴFDQW�RXWEUHDNV�
RI�DYLDQ�LQȵXHQ]D�GXULQJ�WKH�\HDU�DQG�
SURGXFWLRQ�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV��
which had a severe outbreak several years 

Trade
DJR��UHGXFLQJ�GHPDQG��16:�H[SRUWV�IHOO�����
���GXULQJ����������$XVWUDOLDQ�H[SRUWV�ZHUH�
QRW�DV�EDGO\�LPSDFWHG�GXH�WR�D�VLJQLȴFDQW�
increase in demand from Singapore, primarily 
supplied from Queensland.

Be a Biosecurity Warrior
7KH�%LRVHFXULW\�:DUULRU�GHOLYHUV�VFLHQFH�
EDVHG�FRQWHQW�DQG�PHVVDJLQJ�IURP�WKH�'3Ζ�
educational charter to educate the community 
and help spread the message that biosecurity 
is a shared responsibility.  

We all have a role to play in protecting our 
economy, environment and community from 
pests, diseases, weeds and contaminants. 

'3Ζ�DLPV�WR�WXUQ�HYHU\�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�VWDWH�LQWR�
a Biosecurity Warrior by ensuring they know 
how to identify biosecurity risks and take 
action to eliminate them. 

Main protein sources in Australia
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Pork
L I V E S T O C K

Pork prices increased while the industry 
continued to face elevated feed prices and 
substantial shifts in supply in the global 
pork market.

3URGXFWLRQ�GHFUHDVHG�WR��������WRQQHV�LQ�
���������IURP���������SLJV����GRZQ�\HDU�
RQ�\HDU��ZLWK�DQ�DYHUDJH�FDUFDVV�ZHLJKW�RI�
����NJ�����7KH�16:�VRZ�KHUG�ZDV�DW��������
VRZV�LQ������GHFUHDVLQJ�����VLQFH������
with continued industry consolidation as the 
average farm herd size has increased 24 ��.   

High feed costs due to the drought impacted 
producers. Typically, contractions in production 
have been especially marked after periods 
where high feed grain costs coincide with low 
pork prices.   

Production
3ULFHV�LQFUHDVHG�RQ���������OHYHOV��ZLWK�WKH�
Eastern Australia benchmark for porkers up 
����WR�DYHUDJH�����F�NJ�FZW�DQG�EDFRQHU�
SULFH�LQFUHDVLQJ�����WR�DYHUDJH�����F�NJ�
FZW�LQ��������������$IULFDQ�6ZLQH�)HYHU��$6)��
LQ�&KLQD�DQG�RWKHU�NH\�PDUNHWV�UHVWULFWHG�
production lifting global prices ���.   

7KH�&29Ζ'����SDQGHPLF�DOVR�LQȵXHQFHG�
prices, with the Australian food services sector 
accounting for a quarter of Australian pork 
demand being directly impacted with reduced 
demand 40. 

Price

Feed grain & pork price influences on pork production
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Output $245M est.

Up 26% yoy.
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https://australianpork.com.au/facts-figures/market-reporting/
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/industry/agriculture/agricultural-commodities-australia/latest-release
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2020/february/african-swine-fever-shrinks-pork-production-in-china-swells-demand-for-imported-pork/
http://australianpork.com.au/latest-news/pork-supply-secure-call-to-support-foodservice-trade/


7KH�YDOXH�RI�SRUN�LPSRUWV�LQFUHDVHG�E\�����
LQ���������UHȵHFWLQJ�KLJK�JOREDO�SRUN�SULFHV�
with a 24% increase in the average unit value 
RI�LPSRUWV��7KH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��'HQPDUN�DQG�
Netherlands remained the major sources for 
imports by value ��.  

Trade

Australia remains vigilant to the potential 
incursion of ASF 42��:KLOH�&KLQD�UHEXLOGV�LWV�
herd, their imports of pork remain elevated 
supporting global prices in 2020 ��� ���.
+RZHYHU��WKH�&RYLG����SDQGHPLF�LV�FDXVLQJ�
supply chain shocks and impacting demand, 
as an intensive industry this can rapidly result 
in over supply ���.

Outlook

Protecting pigs from 
exotic animal diseases
Good biosecurity means taking action to 
protect pigs from impacts of pests and 
GLVHDVHV��LQFOXGLQJ�$IULFDQ�6ZLQH�)HYHU��$6)���

Regardless of the size of an enterprise or 
hobby farm, all pig owners play a vital role 
in maintaining the health and welfare of 
livestock and providing quality pork products 
to consumers. 

'3Ζ�R΍HU�UHVRXUFHV�FRQWDLQLQJ�LPSRUWDQW�
information about keeping pigs healthy and 
the biosecurity responsibilities for pig owners.  

export
23%

import
37%

PORK TRADE

At the same time exports of pork fell 23% 
\HDU�RQ�\HDU�WR�D�YDOXH�RI�������PLOOLRQ��ZLWK�
H[SRUWV�LQ�YROXPH�WHUPV�GRZQ������7KH�PDMRU�
H[SRUW�PDUNHWV�LQFOXGH�6LQJDSRUH��3DSXD�1HZ�
*XLQHD��1HZ�=HDODQG�DQG�+RQJ�.RQJ��ZLWK�WKH�
Singapore market representing 32% by value 
and 23% by volume of exports ��. 
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Goatmeat
L I V E S T O C K

Record-high prices, high export 
demand, and drought conditions 
underpinned a significant increase in 
industry value.

$XVWUDOLDQ�JRDW�R΍WDNH�ZDV�WKH�ORZHVW�VLQFH�
���������DW�����PLOOLRQ�KHDG������2YHU�WKH�
SDVW���\HDUV�16:�FRQWULEXWHG�QHDUO\�����RI�
the goats that were processed in Australia. 
$XVWUDOLDQ�SURGXFWLRQ�ZDV��������WRQQHV��RI�
ZKLFK�16:�SURGXFHG�����WRQQHV��ZLWK�PRVW�RI�
the goats sourced from NSW going interstate 
for processing ���.  

16:�VXSSOLHG�����PLOOLRQ�JRDWV�WR�$XVWUDOLDQ�
SURFHVVRUV�LQ�������RYHU�����RI�QDWLRQDO�
supply. Approximately half were sent to 
9LFWRULD��ZKLOH�QHDU�HTXDO�QXPEHUV�ZHQW�WR�
Queensland and South Australia.  

'URXJKW�FRQGLWLRQV�LQ�16:�KDYH�VWHDGLO\�
reduced the rangeland goat population over 
WKH�SDVW���\HDUV��$Q�DHULDO�VXUYH\�HVWLPDWHG�WKH�
16:�KHUG�DW�����PLOOLRQ�LQ�������XS�VLJQLȴFDQWO\�
RYHU������HVWLPDWHV����. The population peaked 
LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�LQ������SULRU�WR�WKH�RQVHW�RI�WKH�
drought. 

Production
16:�JRDW�H[SRUWV�ZHUH�YDOXHG�DW������PLOOLRQ��
with much of NSW goatmeat consumed 
domestically ����2I�WKH�����WRQQHV�RI�JRDWPHDW�
SURGXFHG�LQ�16:��RQO\����WRQQHV�ZHUH�
exported. Australian exports were valued 
DW������PLOOLRQ��DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�����RYHU�WKH�
previous year due to higher prices received in 
world markets ��.  

7KH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�UHPDLQHG�WKH�ODUJHVW�PDUNHW��
DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�����RI�$XVWUDOLDȇV�H[SRUWV�DW�
�����PLOOLRQ��([SRUWV�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
LQFUHDVHG�����RYHU�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��KRZHYHU��
ZHUH�VWLOO�ORZHU�WKDQ�LQ���������DQG�����������. 
7DLZDQ��6RXWK�.RUHD�DQG�&DQDGD�ZHUH�RWKHU�
major destinations for exports.  

Live goat exports account for a small amount 
of total goat exports, with Australian exports 
YDOXHG�DW������PLOOLRQ��GRZQ�IURP������PLOOLRQ�LQ�
������������&KLQD��0DOD\VLD�DQG�3KLOLSSLQHV�ZHUH�
the major destinations for Australian live goats. 
NSW and Australia did not import any goatmeat 
LQ����������

Trade

Output $10M est.

Up 52% yoy.

$
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Development of the goat 
industry in NSW
7KH�'3Ζ�UHFRJQLVHV�WKH�YDOXH�RI�WKH�JRDW�
industry in NSW and the importance of 
supporting its future development. 

7KH�*RDW�ΖQGXVWU\�&RXQFLO�RI�$XVWUDOLD�
�*Ζ&$���LQ�FROODERUDWLRQ�DQG�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�
with stakeholders, developed the Goatmeat 
DQG�/LYHVWRFN�ΖQGXVWU\�6WUDWHJLF�3ODQ������
������'3Ζ�KDV�UHYLHZHG�WKH�SODQ�DQG��LQ�OLQH�
ZLWK�'3ΖȇV�6WUDWHJLF�3ODQ������������KDV�
provided feedback and recommendations 
for the goat industry and relevant industry 
stakeholders in NSW. 

The average over the hook price for goats was 
����F�NJ�FDUFDVH�ZHLJKW�LQ����������D�UHFRUG�
KLJK�IRU�D�\HDUO\�DYHUDJH�DQG�D�����LQFUHDVH�
over the previous year ���. The highest prices 
ZHUH�UHFHLYHG�LQ�HDUO\�-XO\������DW�����F�NJ��
and the minimum prices for the year fell to 
����F�NJ�LQ�ODWH�-XQH���������, still higher than 
DYHUDJH�SULFHV�UHFHLYHG�IRU�����������

Price
2YHU�WKH�\HDU�JRDW�SULFHV�RXWSHUIRUPHG�
mutton and lamb prices, only falling below 
lamb prices in May 2020 ���. Strong demand 
IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��7DLZDQ�DQG�6RXWK�
.RUHD�DQG�GURXJKW�D΍HFWHG�VXSSO\�ZHUH�
factors behind the high over the hook prices. 

Goat prices overtook lamb in 2019-20
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Honey and Beeswax
L I V E S T O C K

Apiarists experienced very difficult 
conditions during the year due to 
widespread drought and bushfires. 
Consequently, lower production and higher 
feed costs significantly impacted apiarist’s 
profitability.

3URGXFWLRQ�ZDV�HVWLPDWHG�WR�KDYH�IDOOHQ�
����R΍VHW�E\�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�SULFH�LQFUHDVH�RI�
���������3URGXFWLRQ�ZDV�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�IDOOHQ�
E\�PRUH�WKDQ�����LQ�WKH�ODWWHU�KDOI�RI�WKH�
\HDU�DIWHU�WKH�EXVKȴUHV�RYHU�VXPPHU��7KH�
importance of bees to agriculture is much 
greater than the value of honey and beeswax 
SURGXFHG��$W�OHDVW����FURSV�UHO\�RQ�EHHV�IRU�
pollination for their own production. Without 
honey bee pollination, crop yields would be 
VLJQLȴFDQWO\�UHGXFHG�

Production and Price

The value of Australian honey and beeswax 
H[SRUWV�LQFUHDVHG�����WR�������PLOOLRQ���. The 
ODUJHVW�PDUNHW�IRU�$XVWUDOLDQ�H[SRUWV�LV�&KLQD�
�������$XVWUDOLD�LV�DOVR�D�VLJQLȴFDQW�LPSRUWHU�
of honey and beeswax, primarily from New 
=HDODQG�������EXW�DOVR�IURP�&KLQD��������
ΖPSRUWV�GHFUHDVHG�����WR�����PLOOLRQ���&KLQD�
is both a large buyer of Australian honey 
and supplier of cheaper honey. Australia has 
traditionally been net exporter of honey and 
beeswax however, a surge in cheaper imports 
IURP�&KLQD�IURP������PHDQW�$XVWUDOLD�
EHFDPH�D�QHW�LPSRUWHU��)RU���������$XVWUDOLD�
again became a net exporter primarily due to 
D�����LQFUHDVH�LQ�H[SRUWV�WR�&KLQD�

Trade

$58
million importmillion export

$59.5

HONEY AND BEESWAX

12% 10%

Output $57M est.

Down 12% yoy.

$
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Reducing pesticide 
damage to honey bees 
3HVWLFLGHV�DUH�XVHG�LQ�DJULFXOWXUH��KRUWLFXOWXUH�
DQG�LQ�ȴHOG�DQG�IRUHVW�VLWXDWLRQV�WR�FRQWURO�D�
wide range of insect pests and weeds.  

3UDFWLFHV�WR�PLQLPLVH�GDPDJH�WR�KRQH\�EHHV�
from pesticides are essential within programs 
developed by persons applying pesticides and 
by beekeepers operating apiaries in areas 
ZKHUH�SHVWLFLGHV�DUH�DSSOLHG��7KH�'3Ζ�:HEVLWH�
R΍HUV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�
for beekeepers to reduce bee poising and 
recognise symptoms of pesticide poisoning. 

The compounding impact of drought and 
EXVKȴUH�GXULQJ���������VHYHUHO\�LPSDFWHG�
NSW apiarists. Even with rain, industry 
recovery will take longer than other 
livestock sectors as trees don’t produce 
nectar and pollen immediately. Some 
trees will take many years to recover 
IURP�EXUQLQJ�DQG��RU�GURXJKW��*LYHQ�WKH�

Outlook
ȴQDQFLDO�VWUDLQ�RQ�WKH�LQGXVWU\��DQG�WKH�
importance of honey bees and pollination 
services to other industries, in particular 
KRUWLFXOWXUH��WKH�16:�*RYHUQPHQW�R΍HUHG�
a subsidy during the year to assist apiarist 
feed their hives and maintain the honey 
bee population. Nevertheless, production is 
expected to decline further next year.   

Australia value of honey & beeswax exports/imports
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Hunting & Recreational Fishing
O V E R V I E W

7KH�KXQWLQJ�DQG�UHFUHDWLRQDO�ȴVKLQJ�VHFWRU�
incorporates hunting and game management 
DFWLYLWLHV��DQG�UHFUHDWLRQDO�ȴVKLQJ��LQFOXGLQJ�
FKDUWHU�ȴVKLQJ��7KH\�DUH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�
measure of the total annual value of NSW’s 
primary industries this year as they are popular 
activities that contribute economic and social 
EHQHȴWV�WR�WKH�$XVWUDOLDQ�HFRQRP\��SDUWLFXODUO\�
in regional areas. 

Some businesses depend on the recreational 
ȴVKLQJ�VHFWRU�HLWKHU�ZKROO\��WKH�ȴVKLQJ�WDFNOH�
DQG�EDLW�LQGXVWU\�DQG�WKH�ȴVKLQJ�WRXU�DQG�
FKDUWHU�LQGXVWU\��RU�IRU�D�ODUJH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�
their income (the recreational boating industry 
DQG�WKH�WRXULVP�LQGXVWU\���

Similarly, hunting and game management 
activities support businesses directly related 
to the manufacture and sale of hunting and 
RXWGRRU�SURGXFWV�DQG�VHUYLFHV��ȴUHDUPV�DQG�
ammunition, camping and hunting equipment, 
DQG�VDIHW\�HTXLSPHQW�UHODWHG�EXVLQHVVHV���DV�
well as specialist businesses including private 
game bird farms and hunting tour operators. 

Both sectors also support fuel, 
accommodation, and food businesses. 

ΖW�LV�GLɝFXOW�WR�HVWLPDWH�WKH�HFRQRPLF�YDOXH�
of these sectors because game harvest and 
ȴVKLQJ�FDWFK�DUH�QRW�VROG�DQG�SDLG�IRU�LQ�
markets, unlike the catch or produce of other 
primary industries. They therefore do not 
reveal the associated value they gain from 
KXQWLQJ�JDPH�RU�FDWFKLQJ�ȴVK��$V�KDUYHVW�RU�
FDWFK�EDVHG��L�H��*URVV�9DOXH�RI�3URGXFWLRQ�
EDVHG��DSSURDFKHV�GR�QRW�FDSWXUH�DOO�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�EHQHȴW�HOHPHQWV�RI�JDPH�
KXQWLQJ�DQG�UHFUHDWLRQDO�ȴVKLQJ��WKH\�FDQQRW�
appropriately estimate the value of this sector. 

Expenditure based measures of industry 
output are considered more appropriate for 
this sector and more comparable with Gross 
9DOXH�RI�3URGXFWLRQ�PHDVXUHV��8VLQJ�WKHVH�
PHWKRGV��WKH�UHFUHDWLRQDO�DQG�FKDUWHU�ȴVKLQJ�
LQGXVWU\�ZDV�HVWLPDWHG�DW��������PLOOLRQ��
ZLWK��������PLOOLRQ�DWWULEXWHG�WR�KXQWLQJ�DQG�
game management. The estimated combined 
industry output of hunting and recreational 
ȴVKLQJ�LQ�����Ȃ���ZDV��������PLOOLRQ��

The estimated combined industry 
output of hunting and recreational 
fishing in 2019–20 was $3,544 million. 

The recreational and charter fishing

 industry was estimated at $2,138 
million, with $1,406 million 
attributed to hunting and game 
management.

Hunting & Recreational Fishing Estimated Output 2019-20

Source: DPI (2020f)
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Fishing Licence Fees at 
work
3HUVRQV�RYHU�WKH�DJH�RI����DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�
SD\�D�ȴVKLQJ�OLFHQFH�IHH�WR�ȴVK�LQ�16:�ZDWHUV�
�VRPH�H[HPSWLRQV�DSSO\���

All money raised by the NSW Recreational 
Fishing Licence Fees is placed into the 
Recreational Fishing Trusts and spent on 
LPSURYLQJ�UHFUHDWLRQDO�ȴVKLQJ�LQ�16:���

(DFK�\HDU��DURXQG�����PLOOLRQ�LV�UDLVHG�IURP�
WKH�VDOH�RI�UHFUHDWLRQDO�ȴVKLQJ�OLFHQFHV�DQG�
UH�LQYHVWHG�EDFN�LQWR�SURMHFWV�WKDW�EHQHȴW�
UHFUHDWLRQDO�ȴVKLQJ��

Hunting & Recreational Fishing Estimated Output 2019-20

 Source: DPI (2020f)
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Hunting
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Fishing
R E C R E A T I O N A L  A N D  C H A R T E R

NSW is renowned for having some of 
the best fishing locations of anywhere 
in the country and is an extremely 
valuable industry in coastal and inland 
communities.

$Q�HVWLPDWHG���������ORQJ�WHUP����	���\HDU��
16:�UHFUHDWLRQDO�ȴVKLQJ�OLFHQFH�KROGHUV�DQG�
WKHLU�KRXVHKROGV��5)/�KRXVHKROGV��ȴVKHG�
DW�OHDVW�RQFH�LQ�16:�DQG�$&7�ZDWHUV�LQ�WKH�
WZHOYH�PRQWKV�SULRU�WR�6HSWHPEHU�������
0DOHV�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�����RI�WKLV�JURXS��
FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�����IRU�IHPDOHV��7KH�KLJKHVW�
QXPEHU�RI�ȴVKHUV�LQ�5)/�KRXVHKROGV�ZKR�
ȴVKHG�LQ���������ZDV�LQ�WKH�������\HDUV�DJH�
group ��.

Participation ah

7KH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�UHFUHDWLRQDO�ȴVKLQJ�PHWKRG�
XVHG�ZDV�OLQH�ȴVKLQJ��ZLWK�����RI�ȴVKHUV�
LQ�5)/�KRXVHKROGV�XVLQJ�OLQHV��EDLW�DQG�RU�
DUWLȴFLDO�OXUHV�DQG�MLJV��GXULQJ�WKH����PRQWK�
SHULRG��DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�����RI�DOO�ȴVKHU�GD\V��
/LQH�ȴVKLQJ�ZLWK�EDLW�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�D�PDMRULW\�
������RI�DOO�ȴVKHU�GD\V��ZLWK�OXUH�DQG�MLJ�ȴVKLQJ�
at 30% of the total and the use of both line 
ȴVKLQJ�PHWKRGV��ZLWKLQ�WKH�RQH�ȴVKLQJ�HYHQW��
DW������7KH�QXPEHU�RI�ȴVKHU�GD\V�VSHQW�XVLQJ�
RWKHU�ȴVKLQJ�PHWKRGV�LQFOXGHG�KDQG�FROOHFWLQJ�
PHWKRGV�������SRW�WUDS�ȴVKLQJ�������GLYLQJ�
PHWKRGV������DQG�YDULRXV�W\SHV�RI�QHW��PDLQO\�
VFRRS�QHWV���������. 

Effort

ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE

$2,117M
Recreational fishing

$21.5M
Charter fishing

Output $2,138M est.$

Down 8% yoy.
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Threatened fish rescued 
across NSW
'3Ζ�KDYH�FRQGXFWHG�UHORFDWLRQV�RI�WKUHDWHQHG�
ȴVK�IURP�ZHVWHUQ�16:�WR�WKH�FRDVW��WR�KHOS�
SURWHFW�RXU�QDWLYH�ȴVK�VSHFLHV�IURP�FKDOOHQJ�
LQJ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FRQGLWLRQV��'URXJKW��KLJK�
WHPSHUDWXUHV��EXVKȴUHV�DQG�KHDY\�UDLQIDOO�
SODFHG�DOUHDG\�WKUHDWHQHG�ȴVK�VSHFLHV�DFURVV�
16:�XQGHU�HYHQ�JUHDWHU�SUHVVXUH�LQ����������

Rescues have taken place in the Gwydir, Bor�
GHU�5LYHUV��0DFTXDULH��/DFKODQ��8SSHU�0XUUD\�
FDWFKPHQWV�LQ�WKH�0XUUD\�'DUOLQJ�%DVLQ�DQG�
LQ�WKH�&ODUHQFH�DQG�5LFKPRQG�5LYHU�FDWFK�
ments on the coast. 

)RU�UHFUHDWLRQDO�ȴVKHULHV�DVVHVVPHQW��WRWDO�
catch is divided into the component that is 
NHSW�RU�KDUYHVWHG��QRW�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�ZDWHU��
and that which is released (returned to the 
ZDWHU�ZKHWKHU�DOLYH�RU�QRW���7KH�KDUYHVWHG�
component may be used for a range of 
purposes, most commonly for consumption 
or for use as bait. The reasons for releasing 
or discarding catch may include adherence to 
UHJXODWLRQV��H�J��VL]H�DQG�EDJ�OLPLWV���HWKLFDO�

Catch
UHDVRQV��H�J��FDWFK�DQG�UHOHDVH�ȴVKLQJ��
or undesirability (e.g. poor eating quality, 
GDPDJHG�RU�GLVHDVHG���

Fishers in RFL households captured a diverse 
UDQJH�RI�VFDOHȴVK��HODVPREUDQFKV��VKDUNV�
DQG�UD\V���FUXVWDFHDQV��DQG�PROOXVFV��ZLWK�DQ�
HVWLPDWHG�����PLOOLRQ�RUJDQLVPV�FDXJKW�GXULQJ�
���������2I�WKH�WRWDO�FDWFK������ZHUH�UHWDLQHG�
DQG�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�����ZHUH�UHOHDVHG���. 

Recreational fishing licence household’s fishing effort at

Source: DPI (2020g)

Waterbody

0% 50% 100%
River Lake / DamEstuary

Inshore (<5km) Offshore (>5km)

Proportion of fisher days

48% 11%20% 18%
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Hunting
R E C R E A T I O N A L

Hunters play an important role in the front 
line of biosecurity to detect and prevent 
the spread of animal disease 67. 

Regulated hunting activities generate a range 
RI�VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�EHQHȴWV�IRU�16:���

The combination of drought and NSW 
EXVKȴUHV�VDZ�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�SHVW�DQLPDOV�RQ�
SURSHUWLHV�ZLWKLQ�16:�LQ���������DQG�VDZ�
large populations of kangaroos moving to 
farming land and rural community areas. 

These pest animals can cause damage to 
properties, compete with livestock for water 
and feed and decimate crops which can have 
a serious impact on NSW primary producers 
����7KH\�FDQ�DOVR�KDYH�GHYDVWDWLQJ�H΍HFWV�RQ�
native animals and ecosystems. 

Hunting is recognised as an important tool in 
the management of game and feral animals 
and is recognised as a legitimate recreational 
pursuit ��. Hunters also play an important role 
in the front line of biosecurity to help detect 
and prevent the spread of animal disease and 
QRQ�QDWLYH�LQYDVLYH�SHVWV�DQG�ZHHGV��� ��.

Overview Hunting can also provide extensive social 
EHQHȴWV�WR�SDUWLFLSDQWV�ZKR�HQJDJH�LQ�DFWLYH�
outdoor recreation with family and friends, 
harvest clean organic meat and reconnect with 
the land and the natural world. 

7KH�16:�'3Ζ�*DPH�/LFHQVLQJ�8QLW�UHJXODWHV�
KXQWLQJ�LQ�16:�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�16:�3ROLFH���
A range of programs are administered to ensure 
hunting in NSW is conducted safely, ethically 
and sustainably. The programs include licensing, 
communications, stakeholder engagement, 
education and awareness, wildlife management 
and compliance and enforcement. 

Regulating hunting

Output $1,046M est.$

Down 10% yoy.
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Virtual adaptation for 
R-Licence accreditations
+XQWHUV�PXVW�FRPSOHWH�WKH�5�/LFHQFH�$FFUHGL�
WDWLRQ�&RXUVH�EHIRUH�WKH\�FDQ�DSSO\�IRU�D�16:�
5HVWULFWHG�*DPH�+XQWLQJ�/LFHQFH��5�/LFHQFH���

This course is run locally by community train�
ers from hunting clubs and retailers as part of 
the Hunter Learning, Education and Accredita�
WLRQ�3URJUDP��/($3���

'XH�WR�&29Ζ'����UHVWULFWLRQV�WKH�FRXUVH�LV�
QRZ�R΍HUHG�YLD�YLGHR�FRQIHUHQFLQJ�WR�SHRSOH�
in the comfort of their own home while still of�
fering the same level of support from trainers.  

Game licensing unit regulatory statistics 2019-20

Source: DPI (2020a)

Enforce the law

549 illegal hunting incidents 
detected

224 investigations 
completed

94 enforcement actions

Monitor compliance

234 on ground operations 
totaling 4,291 man hours

261 licence holder field 
contacts
91% compliant 

18,859 days of electronic 
surveillance operations
totaling 452,616 camera 
surveillance hours 

Education

Over 31,200 education and 
awareness items 
disseminated 

3160 courses delivered

4134 video short courses 
undertaken 

Set standards

2,860 additional licence 
holders 

4,573 annual call centre 
inquiries

Support to comply

Attendance at 9 trade show 
events 
with over 2,550 contacts

Avg. of 46,947 emails sent 
per month
563,367 eNewsletter deliveries 
annually

Avg. of 46,633 website hits 
per month
559,592 annually 

14,602 Facebook likes, 
15,237 followers 

Over 190 Facebook posts
with an average engagement of 
10,000 per post  

Move beyond compliance
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Horticulture

Dry conditions provided a variable 
production result in 2018-19, while citrus 
and tree nuts continued to benefit from 
strong exports markets al.

+RUWLFXOWXUH�RXWSXW�LQ���������ZDV�YDOXHG�DW�
�������PLOOLRQ��D����GHFUHDVH�\HDU�RQ�\HDU�
The area dedicated to production increasing 
���WR���������KHFWDUHV�LQ���������24 ����'U\�
FRQGLWLRQV�SUHYDLOHG�IRU�PXFK�RI���������DQG�
limited the availability of irrigation for many 
horticultural crops.   

'RPHVWLFDOO\�WKH�6\GQH\�FRQVXPHU�SULFH�
indices for fruit and vegetables increased by 

Horticulture
DQ�DYHUDJH�UDWH�RI����LQ���������DQG�E\����
DQG������UHVSHFWLYHO\�LQ���������22.  

([SRUWV�RI�KRUWLFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWV�LQ���������
WRWDOHG��������PLOOLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�YROXPH�RI�
H[SRUWHG�SURGXFW�GHFUHDVLQJ����IURP������
����7RWDO�KRUWLFXOWXUDO�H[SRUWV�WR�&KLQD�JUHZ�
����LQ�YDOXH�WR��������PLOOLRQ�DQG��DORQJ�
ZLWK�-DSDQ�DQG�9LHWQDP�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�����RI�
exports by value ��. 

$1,951,025,463
Total

Macadamias

Almonds

Other nuts

Nuts

Oranges

Table grapes

Apples

Other fruit

Fruit

Nurseries

Cultivated turf

Cut flowers

Nurseries, cut
flowers & turf

Potatoes

Melons

Other vegetables

Mushrooms

Vegetables

Value of output 2018-19

Source: ABS (2020e) 

$523,241,649

$494,609,131$701,994,341

$231,180,342

Output $1,930M est.$

Down 1% yoy.
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1XW�SURGXFWLRQ�WRWDOHG��������WRQQHV�aj in 
����Ȃ����XS�����\HDU�RQ�\HDU�ZLWK�D�YDOXH�
RI������PLOOLRQ��$OPRQG�SURGXFWLRQ�ZDV�
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�VXEVWDQWLDO�\HDU�RQ�\HDU�
LQFUHDVH�LQ�SURGXFWLRQ�IRU�16:�LQ���������
SURGXFLQJ��������WRQQHV��XS������DV�SUHYLRXVO\�
expanded tree plantings come into bearing 
DJH��'U\�FRQGLWLRQV�LPSDFWHG�PDFDGDPLD�
SURGXFWLRQ�ZLWK�\LHOG�GHFUHDVLQJ�����\HDU�RQ�

Nuts

Contribution to NSW tree nut production
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Almond Macadamia Walnut Pecan Pistachio Hazelnut Chestnut

\HDU�WR�������WRQQHV�LQ����������KRZHYHU�VWURQJ�
demand supported prices for macadamias. 
NSW produced 24% of the national almond crop 
DQG�����RI�QDWLRQDO�PDFDGDPLD�SURGXFWLRQ�LQ�
��������E\�YROXPH���. Nut exports were valued 
DW��������PLOOLRQ�LQ���������UHSUHVHQWLQJ�D����
GHFUHDVH�\HDU�RQ�\HDU��0DFDGDPLDV�ZHUH�WKH�
PRVW�YDOXDEOH�H[SRUWHG�QXW�WRWDOLQJ��������
PLOOLRQ�LQ�����������. 

Fruitful facts on citrus 
varieties
&LWUXV�JURZHUV�QRZ�KDYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�ERRVW�
orchard productivity, with the release of a 
VHULHV�RI�ȴUVW�HGLWLRQ�3ULPHIDFWV�GHYHORSHG�E\�
WKH�'3Ζ��

'3Ζ�KDV�WKH�ODUJHVW�FLWUXV�UHVHDUFK�DQG�
extension team in Australia and plays a 
leading role in supporting the NSW and 
Australian citrus industry through research, 
extension and resource delivery. The 
3ULPHIDFWV�DLP�WR�DVVLVW�FLWUXV�JURZHUV�WR�
LPSURYH�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�SURȴWDELOLW\�DFURVV�D�
range of varieties. 
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3URGXFWLRQ�RI�YHJHWDEOHV�LQ���������ZDV�
YDOXHG�DW��������PLOOLRQ�D������GHFUHDVH�\HDU�
RQ�\HDU�����7KLV�ZDV�DWWULEXWHG�LQ�SDUW�WR�D����
GHFUHDVH�LQ�SURGXFWLRQ�WR���������WRQQHV���.  
'U\�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�ZDWHU�OLPLWDWLRQV�
for irrigation capped production for a number 
of these crops.  

NSW vegetable exports continued to grow both 
LQ�YROXPH�DQG�YDOXH�R΍�WKH�EDFN�RI�FRQWLQXHG�
GHPDQG�IURP�KLJK�YDOXH�$VLDQ�PDUNHWV��7KH�
YDOXH�RI�H[SRUWV�ȴQLVKHG���������DW�������
PLOOLRQ��XS�����\HDU�RQ�\HDU����ZLWK�����PLOOLRQ�
WRQQHV�RI�YHJHWDEOHV�H[SRUWHG��3RWDWRHV�
UHPDLQHG�D�SULQFLSDO�H[SRUW�FURS�YDOXHG�DW������
PLOOLRQ�LQ����������6LQJDSRUH�UHWDLQHG�LWV�VSRW�
as the leading market with high growth rates 
seen for the value of cabbages and lettuce, 
fresh tomatoes and potatoes ��. 

Vegetables

Gross value of 
top 10 vegetables, 2018-19

Source: ABS (2020e)

Cabbages

Lettuces

Pumpkins

Cauliflowers

Sweet Corn

Beans

$0 $100M

Mushrooms $96.9M

Melons $63.1M

Tomatoes $55.3M

Potatoes $41.3M

)UXLW�SURGXFWLRQ�LQFUHDVHG�LQ���������WR�WRWDO�
��������WRQQHV��DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI����\HDU�RQ�
\HDU��3URGXFWLRQ�RI�PDQGDULQV��DYRFDGRV�
DQG�ROLYHV�LQFUHDVHG�LQ����������ZKLOH�RXWSXW�
of apples, grapefruit and prunes decreased.  
2UDQJH�SURGXFWLRQ��WKH�ODUJHVW�IUXLW�LQGXVWU\��
ZDV���������WRQQHV�IRU�������������'HVSLWH�
stable output from the previous year, the 
value of oranges increased substantially in 
JURVV�YDOXH�WHUPV�E\�����WR��������PLOOLRQ�LQ�
����������. 

([SRUWV�WRWDOHG��������PLOOLRQ�LQ�������������
KLJKHU�\HDU�RQ�\HDU��0DMRU�H[SRUW�PDUNHWV�
IRU�IUXLW�LQFOXGHG�&KLQD��+RQJ�.RQJ�DQG�
6LQJDSRUH��DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU�����������DQG�����
respectively of total exports ��. 

Fruit

Major export markets for
oranges, 2019-20

Source: GTA (2020)

$52,502,584
Total value

China
37%

12%

8%6%

4%
6%

4%

24%

Japan

Hong Kong
United Arab

Emirates

USA
Canada

Singapore

Other
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Best practice bee 
management in 
macadamia
'3Ζ�SXEOLVKHG�WKH�ȴUVW�HGLWLRQ�3ULPHIDFWV�
%HVW�SUDFWLFH�EHH�PDQDJHPHQW�3ULPHIDFWV�LQ�
April 2020. This guide provides information to 
assist macadamia growers and beekeepers to 
ensure best practice management, covering 
topics on communications, hive placement, 
bee care and spray management. Macadamia 
growers are reminded to always warn nearby 
beekeepers by providing two days’ notice be�
fore spraying, as a matter of courtesy, so that 
the necessary steps can be taken to protect 
the bees. 

&29Ζ'����KDV�FUHDWHG�VKRFNV�LQ�WKH�VXSSO\�
chain, threatening the availability of seasonal 
labour and causing interruptions to freight 
FKDQQHOV�IRU�H[SRUWV��+RZHYHU��ORQJ�WHUP�
growth for horticultural produce remains 
linked with increasing demand for fresh 
and varied food options supported by 
increasing incomes, especially amongst Asian 
consumers. With the competitiveness of 
Australian horticultural exports enhanced 
E\�LPSURYLQJ�PDUNHW�DFFHVV�WKURXJK�WDUL΍�
reductions and less restrictive export 
protocols �. Negative impacts on consumer 
incomes, especially amongst key export 
countries in Asia remains a risk to demand for 
high quality and high value produce ��.

Outlook

7KH�DUHD�FRPPLWWHG�WR�QXUVHULHV�LQ���������
LQFUHDVHG�����WR�������KHFWDUHV�RQ�WKH�\HDU�
SULRU�DQG�ZDV�YDOXHG�DW��������PLOOLRQ�DQ�
LQFUHDVH�RI�����\HDU�RQ�\HDU�24 ��. Industry 
surveys of growers continued to highlight 
FRQȴGHQFH�LQ�WKH�LQGXVWU\���.   

&XW�ȵRZHU�SURGXFWLRQ�LQ���������UHPDLQHG�ȵDW�
\HDU�RQ�\HDU�ZLWK�D�WRWDO�YDOXH�RI�������PLOOLRQ�
����ΖPSRUWV�RI�FXW�ȵRZHUV�ZHUH�YDOXHG�DW�������
PLOOLRQ�LQ���������D����GHFUHDVH�\HDU�RQ�\HDU���. 
ΖQFUHDVHG�SXUFKDVLQJ�RI�ȵRZHUV�WKURXJK�ODUJH�
supermarkets and convenience stores in recent 
years has resulted in lower farmgate prices with 
purchases based on price rather than quality ���.   

Extended dry conditions constrained demand for 
WXUI��ZKLOH�ORQJ�WHUP�GULYHUV�RI�GHPDQG�LQFOXGHG�
the number of new residential buildings and 
consumer attitudes towards alternate ground 
covers �����7KH�YDOXH�RI�WXUI�SURGXFHG�LQ���������
ZDV�XQFKDQJHG�DW��������PLOOLRQ���. 

Nursery, Cut Flowers 
and Turf

Gross value of 
top 10 vegetables, 2018-19

Source: ABS (2020e)

Cabbages

Lettuces

Pumpkins

Cauliflowers

Sweet Corn

Beans

$0 $100M

Mushrooms $96.9M

Melons $63.1M

Tomatoes $55.3M

Potatoes $41.3M
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Wine Grapes

Production continued to decline as poor 
seasonal conditions, low water allocations, 
high water prices, smoke and fire damage 
all tested the industry and put grape 
yields under pressure.

'HVSLWH�WKH�IDOO�LQ�SURGXFWLRQ��RQ�DYHUDJH�
grape quality was up. Successive drought 
years resulted in the production of lower 
\LHOGLQJ��WKLFNHU�VNLQQHG�DQG�VPDOOHU�EHUULHV��
with concentrated colour and aromatics and 
IRU�UHG�ZLQH�SURGXFHUV��JUDSHV�ZLWK�KLJKHU�
quality tannins ���. 

Production
6PRNH�WDLQW�ZDV�DQ�LVVXH�ZKHUH�VRPH�
YLQH\DUGV�ZHUH�GLUHFWO\�D΍HFWHG�E\�WKH�ȴUHV��
with many grapes left unharvested. The most 
D΍HFWHG�UHJLRQV�RI�16:�ZHUH�WKH�+XQWHU��
2UDQJH��7XPEDUXPED��6RXWKHUQ�+LJKODQGV�
and Hilltops ���. 

Regional crushed grapes

Source: Wine Australia (2020a)

New England

Hastings River

Tumbarumba

Gundagai

Perricoota

Canberra District

Shoalhaven Coast

Southern Highlands

Murray Darling

Swan Hill

Sydney

Dubbo

Tamworth

Coffs Harbour

Port Macquarie

Newcastle

Richmond

Wagga Wagga

Albury

Canberra
Nowra

Wollongong

Bathurst
Orange

Maitland

Mudgee

Hilltops

Hunter
Riverina

Orange

Cowra

White

$604,630
1,751 tonnes

Red

$752,023
1,045 tonnes

Mudgee Hunter

White

$2,267,769
1,278 tonnes

Red

$733,990
388 tonnes

Cowra

White

$751,591
1,577 tonnes

Red

$795,052
1,177 tonnes

Orange

White

$1,236,766
939 tonnes

Red

$684,742
518 tonnes

Hilltops

White

$65,079
1,043 tonnes

Red

$766,522
994 tonnes

Riverina

White

$56,352,417
268,547 tonnes

Red

$79,459,078
128,775 tonnes

Output $225M est.

Down 5% yoy.

$
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https://vino-joy.com/2020/05/13/2020-australian-wine-grape-harvest-is-down-20-or-more/
https://www.wineaustralia.com/market-insights/national-vintage-report


Wine consumption fell dramatically as a result 
of the global shutdown of the food service and 
retail sector and large volumes of wine held 
up in storage or held up at ports. Adding to 
the softened demand was also an estimated 
increased in supply of 2020 Northern 
+HPLVSKHUH�ZLQHV�DQG�ODUJH�FDUU\�RYHU�VWRFNV�
IURP�WKH�ODUJH������YLQWDJH���.

Macroeconomic 
Conditions

$�WRWDO�RI�����PLOOLRQ�OLWUHV�RI�ZLQH�ZDV�
H[SRUWHG�LQ���������DW�D�YDOXH�RI�MXVW�RYHU�
�����PLOOLRQ�����ΖQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKH�&29Ζ'����
pandemic, the total value of NSW wine exports 
increased by 2% along with a marginal volume 
decline of 3% �� however, the full impact of the 
pandemic on wine consumption and the food 
service industry is still yet to be realised ���. 

7KH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�DQG�&KLQD�ERWK�FRQWLQXHG�
to be a source of growth for NSW exports.  

Trade

Most varieties saw annual increases in price 
ZLWK�9HUGHOKR�XS������0HUORW�XS����DQG�
3LQRW�1RLU�XS����PRUH�WKDQ�IRU�WKH������
harvest ak ���.  

&RPSHWLWLRQ�IRU�VXSSO\�ZDV�WKH�PDLQ�GULYHU�
of price, with the smaller yields forcing 
winemakers to source grapes from further 
DȴHOG��3ULFH�PRYHPHQWV�ZHUH�DOVR�R΍�WKH�
EDFN�RI�ZLQHULHV�IURP�UHJLRQV�D΍HFWHG�E\�WKH�
EXVKȴUHV�DQG�VPRNH�WDLQW�VHHNLQJ�DOWHUQDWLYH�
JUDSHV�IURP�XQD΍HFWHG�UHJLRQV��

Price

DPI Grapevine 
Management Guide 
2020-21
9LWLFXOWXULVWV�KDYH�WKH�ODWHVW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�
YLQH\DUG�PDQDJHPHQW�DW�WKHLU�ȴQJHUWLSV��
with the release of the new Grapevine 
0DQDJHPHQW�*XLGH���������IURP�WKH�
'3Ζ��7KH�JXLGH�SURYLGHV�DUWLFOHV�RQ�
grapevine diseases, vine nutrition, vineyard 
management and wine research. Growers can 
DOVR�ȴQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�SURMHFWV�
being conducted at the National Wine and 
*UDSH�ΖQGXVWU\�&HQWUH��1:*Ζ&���WKDW�DLP�WR�
increase the development, sustainability and 
SURȴWDELOLW\�RI�WKH�ZLQH�LQGXVWU\��

$565
Average NSW purchase price ak

per tonne 142

11% YEAR ON YEAR
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Fisheries

Fisheries was $174 million, down 4% year-
on-year. The aquaculture sector declined 
by an estimated 8% and the wild harvest 
sector by an estimated 14% ao.

7KH�ZLOG�KDUYHVW�ȴVKHU\�VHFWRU�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�
������RI�WKH�WRWDO�YDOXH�RI�WKH�ȴVKLQJ�LQGXVWU\�
LQ����������2YHU�WKH�ODVW�ȴYH�\HDUV��ZLOG�KDUYHVW�
landings have remained consistent, at around 
�������WRQQHV�HDFK�\HDU��2YHU�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�
the value of the industry output has increased 
����WR������PLOOLRQ���. 

The high unit value, gourmet nature of mollusc 
species and crustacean species continues 
to drive the relative contribution of these 
categories to the overall value of the industry. 
ΖQ�FRQWUDVW�ȴQȴVK�URXWLQHO\�FRQWULEXWH��������
of landings by weight, yet only account for 
DURXQG�����RI�WKH�LQGXVWU\ȇV�2XWSXW�YDOXH��

Wild Harvest

ΖQ���������DTXDFXOWXUH�RXWSXW�JUHZ�E\�������
PLOOLRQ��RU������\HDU�RQ�\HDU�WR�UHDFK�������
PLOOLRQ����������RI�WRWDO�16:�)LVKHULHV�RXWSXW��

6\GQH\�5RFN�2\VWHUV�H[SHULHQFHG�D�VWURQJ�\HDU��
JURZLQJ�������\HDU�RQ�\HDU�WR�UHDFK�D�YDOXH�RI�
������PLOOLRQ��ΖQ�FRQWUDVW�3DFLȴF�2\VWHUV�ZHUH�
GRZQ�WR�D�YDOXH�RI�MXVW������PLOOLRQ��D�IDOO�RI�����
IURP���������\HDU��3DFLȴF�2\VWHUV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�
struggle with a history of mortality events and 
limited supply of seed stock �� ��. 

%ODFN�7LJHU�3UDZQ�RXWSXW�IHOO�D�IXUWKHU�����\HDU�
RQ�\HDU�WR�D�YDOXH�RI�MXVW������PLOOLRQ��� ��. 

0XUUD\�&RG�DQG�%DUUDPXQGL�VHFWRUV�ERWK�
H[SHULHQFHG�VWURQJ�JURZWK��XS�������DQG�������
\HDU�RQ�\HDU�UHVSHFWLYHO\��:KLOH�EDUUDPXQGL�
remained a very small sector with a value under 
���PLOOLRQ��0XUUD\�&RG�FRQWLQXHG�WR�H[SHULHQFH�
strong investment and potential for export and 
LWV�RXWSXW�UHDFKHG������PLOOLRQ��� ��. 

Aquaculture

Output $154M est.

Down 4% yoy.

$
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ΖQ���������LPSRUWV�UHDFKHG�D�YDOXH�������
PLOOLRQ�����WLPHV�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�H[SRUWV�3��2YHU�
the same time period, the value of NSW seafood 
H[SRUWV�GHFOLQHG�DOPRVW������WR������PLOOLRQ��

Asian countries were the main export 
destination for NSW seafood products with 
&KLQD��9LHWQDP��7KDLODQG�DQG�-DSDQ�EHLQJ�WKH�

Trade

Oyster reef restoration in 
Port Stephens
&RQVWUXFWLRQ�FUHZV�SODFHG�PRUH�WKDQ�������
WRQQHV�RI�URFN�DQG�RYHU�����FXELF�PHWUHV�RI�
recycled oyster shell onto reef restoration 
VLWHV�LQ�3RUW�6WHSKHQV�*UHDW�/DNHV�0DULQH�
3DUN�LQ����������

The oyster shell was collected from the local 
oyster farms and used to provide a base for 
oyster settlement on the new oyster reefs.

This is a fantastic way to improve the health 
of the estuary and marine park as oysters are 
QDWXUDO�ZDWHU�ȴOWHUV���

key markets. High value crustacean and mollusc 
were key export species 2 � ��. 

ΖPSRUWV�RI�ȴVKHULHV�DQG�DTXDFXOWXUH�SURGXFWV�
were dominated by lower value products such 
DV�D�FDQQHG�RU�IUR]HQ�ȴVK��DV�ZHOO�DV�KLJKHU�
value items like prawns and salmon 2. 

NSW fisheries exports
Value ($ million)

Source: MLA (2020a) 

2019-20

$0 $2.6M$1.3M $3.9M $5.2M $6.5M

Vietnam USA

$1.8M $1.8M $0.9M $0.8M

China

Japan Thailand Other
New Zealand

Taiwan
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https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/trade/stone-fruit-exports-china
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/fisheries/fisheries-and-aquaculture-statistics/trade-2018%23exports-by-destination
http://dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/fisheries


Forestry

The Bushfires in 2019-20 were 
devastating to NSW State Forests (5.5m 
ha burnt) and commercial plantations 
(92.1 thousand ha burnt).

Production am

Total log production in NSW increased 
���WR�����PLOOLRQ�P3�LQ����������6RIWZRRG� 
production was the largest component, 
LQFUHDVLQJ����\HDU�RQ�\HDU�WR�����PLOOLRQ�P3. 
Hardwood production also increased 3% to 
����PLOOLRQ�P3 ��. 

The major categories of softwood production 
were sawlogs and paper pulplogs, accounting 
IRU�����DQG�����PLOOLRQ�P3, respectively. 
Within softwoods, production increased for 
SDSHU�SXOSORJV��XS����\HDU�RQ�\HDU���SDQHO� 
ORJV��XS�����WR��������P3���RWKHU�PLQRU�ORJ� 
SURGXFWV��XS�����WR��������P3��DQG�IXHO�ORJV� 
�XS�����WR������P3����.  

16:�KDG�����2���KHFWDUHV�RI�FRPPHUFLDO� 
SODQWDWLRQV�DV�DW���-DQXDU\�������XQFKDQJHG� 
IURP�������ΖW�ZDV�WKH�VHFRQG�ODUJHVW�WRWDO� 
area of Australia’s states and territories 
VHFRQG�WR�9LFWRULDȇV��18,500 KD���.  

7KH���������EXVKȴUHV�ZHUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�
PRVW�GHYDVWDWLQJ�EXVKȴUHV�LQ�WKH�6WDWHȇV�
KLVWRU\������PLOOLRQ�KHFWDUHV�ZDV�EXUQW���, 
RYHU�������KRPHV�ZHUH�GHVWUR\HG�DQG����
lives were lost ���. According to the Forestry 
&RUSRUDWLRQ�RI�16:��WKLV�EXVKȴUH�VHDVRQ�
LPSDFWHG���������KHFWDUHV�RI�QDWLYH�6WDWH�
IRUHVWV�DQG��������KHFWDUHV�RI�6WDWH�IRUHVW�
timber plantations in NSW ��.  

'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VHYHULW\�RI�ȴUH�DQG�
the species, some areas may survive and 
mature trees in some areas could be 
salvage harvested with the forestry industry 
conducting salvage operations across the 
state.

2019-20 NSW 
Bushfires

Output $522M est.

Steady yoy.

$
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https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/forests/forest-economics/forest-wood-products-statistics
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/forests/forest-economics/forest-wood-products-statistics
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-topics/forests/forest-economics/forest-wood-products-statistics
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/OEH/Corporate-Site/Documents/Parks-reserves-and-protected-areas/Fire/fire-and-the-environment-2019-20-summary-200108.pdf
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/171921/200331-End-of-season-20.pdf
https://www.forestrycorporation.com.au/operations/fire-management/fire-impact-of-2019-20


Koala tracking research
$�NRDOD�WUDFNLQJ�SURMHFW�WKDW�EHJDQ�LQ������LV�
VWLOO�XQGHUZD\�LQ�QRUWK�HDVW�IRUHVWV�RI�16:�RQ�
WKH�PLG�QRUWK�FRDVW��

7KH�SURMHFW�LV�XVLQJ�*36�FROODUV�RQ�NRDODV�
to track their movements throughout the 
IRUHVW�ZKLFK�ZLOO�HQDEOH�'3Ζ�UHVHDUFKHUV�WR�
ORRN�DW�WKH�H΍HFWLYHQHVV�RI�NRDOD�SURWHFWLRQV�
in State forests and relative use of young 
regenerating eucalypts after harvesting 
compared to mature forest that is excluded 
from harvesting. 

NSW forestry export value
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ΖQ���������16:�H[SRUWV�ZHUH��������PLOOLRQ��XS�
���\HDU�RQ�\HDU��&KLQD�ZDV�WKH�ODUJHVW�H[SRUW�
GHVWLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�H[SRUWV�YDOXHG�DW��������PLOOLRQ�
�XS�������IROORZHG�E\�7DLZDQ�������PLOOLRQ��XS�
�����DQG�6RXWK�.RUHD�������PLOOLRQ��XS������
��. NSW was the second largest exporter after 
9LFWRULD��ZKLFK�H[SRUWHG��������PLOOLRQ��'XH�WR�
FRQȴGHQWLDOLW\�LVVXHV�WKHUH�ZHUH������ELOOLRQ�LQ�
forestry exports, mainly woodchips, that were 
not attributed to any state.

Trade
NSW softwood in the rough was the largest 
H[SRUW��XS����WR��������PLOOLRQ���. This 
DFFRXQWHG�IRU�QHDUO\�����RI�16:�IRUHVWU\�
exports by product ��. NSW exports reached a 
��\HDU�KLJK�LQ�0D\������DV�VDOYDJH�RSHUDWLRQV�
brought additional supply to market. NSW was 
a net exporter of forestry products with imports 
RI�������PLOOLRQ�LQ�����������. 
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http://dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/publications/pdi/2020/forestry


Statistic Tables & Sources

'DWD�VXSSRUWLQJ�LQGLYLGXDO�LQGXVWU\�QDUUDWLYHV�
can be downloaded by scanning the QR code.

A statistics table is available for each industry. 
These include data on industry output, 
production, price, export and import values, 
DQG�WUDGH�EDODQFH�ȴJXUHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�LQGXVWU\�
VSHFLȴF�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

&RQVROLGDWHG�GDWD�WDEOHV�DUH�DOVR�DYDLODEOH�
which provide comparisons of output, 
production, price, exports, imports, trade 
balance, and jobs and business data across 
industries.

7KH�GDWD�LV�SURYLGHG�IRU�WKH�ODVW�ȴYH�ȴQDQFLDO�
\HDUV��ZLWK�SHUFHQW�FKDQJH�ȴJXUHV�

2020 Data Tables

Scan the QR code for 2020 tables

Stay Connected

16:�'3Ζ�HQFRPSDVVHV�D�GLYHUVH�JURXS�RI�
people delivering services and support to 
create stronger primary industries across 
NSW.

'3Ζ�6SRWOLJKW�6WRULHV

16:�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�3ULPDU\�ΖQGXVWULHV

@nswdpi

16:�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�3ULPDU\�ΖQGXVWULHV-

@nsw_dpi
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https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/who-we-are/spotlight
https://www.facebook.com/NSWDPI
https://twitter.com/nswdpi
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nswdpi/
https://www.instagram.com/nsw_dpi/


End Notes
&RWWRQ�EDOHV�DUH�GHȴQHG�DV����NJ�
FRWWRQ�SHU�EDOH�H[�JLQ�

v

State level export data was restricted 
IURP�$XJXVW������

x

State level barley export data is 
restricted

ag

ΖQ�VKHOO�ZHLJKW�H[FHSW�RI�DOPRQG��
hazelnut and macadamia which 
included as kernel weights. 

aj

At the date of publication, detailed 
industry information was not available, 
consequently the following production 
and price commentary analyses 
����Ȃ���LQGXVWU\�GDWD��

al

The total collected tonnes were 
HVWLPDWHG�WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�������RI�DOO�
ZLQH�JUDSHV�FUXVKHG�LQ���������

ak

At the date of publication, detailed 
industry information is not available, 
consequently the following production, 
plantation and price commentary 
SULPDULO\�DQDO\VHV���������LQGXVWU\�
data.

am

Recreational harvest weights presented 
here are for a subset of recreational 
ȴVKHUV��ORQJ�WHUP�OLFHQFH�KROGHUV�
DQG�WKHLU�KRXVHKROGV�RQO\��DQG�DUH�
underestimates that are therefore 
indicative only.

at

'DWD�IURP�WKH�WKLUG�����������
VWDWH�ZLGH�VXUYH\�RI�UHFUHDWLRQDO�
ȴVKLQJ�UHPDLQV�WKH�PRVW�XS�WR�GDWH�
information on recreational catch, 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DQG�H΍RUW�LQ�16:���$�
fourth statewide survey is due to be 
FRPSOHWHG�LQ�2FWREHU������

ah

8QOHVV�RWKHUZLVH�VSHFLȴHG�RWKHU�FRDUVH�
grains refers to oats, sorghum, triticale, 
maize and other mixed grains, other 
than barley.

ac

State level cotton export data was 
UHVWULFWHG�LQ�WKH���������ȴVFDO�\HDU��
Therefore, an estimate of NSW cotton 
export value is calculated using the pre 
GDWD�UHVWULFWLRQ���\HDU�DYHUDJH�PDUNHW�
share of national export value applied 
WR�FXUUHQW�ȴVFDO�\HDU�QDWLRQDO�FRWWRQ�
export value.

af

Avg. Southern GS Allocations refers 
to the average General Security water 
allocation for the Murrumbidgee and 
Murray rivers. 

ad
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66 Primary Industries in NSW






