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Marine parks aim to protect estuaries, oceans and marine life for everyone to enjoy into the future. The 
State’s system of six marine parks includes the subtropical waters offshore from Cape Byron on the Far 
North Coast and the temperate waters of Batemans Bay in southern NSW. NSW marine parks are part 
of a national and global effort to protect marine biodiversity, and are home to unique species of birds, 
fish, shellfish and plants that inhabit the beaches, wetlands or underwater reef gardens. Marine parks also 
protect important Aboriginal and historical sites. 

Community understanding and education are central to the effective management of our marine parks. 
Primary school education plays a very important role in increasing community understanding and informing 
the future custodians of the marine environment. In 2007, the NSW Marine Parks Authority developed a 
primary school education kit for the Solitary Islands Marine Park. The overwhelming success of this local 
program has led to the development of an expanded primary school education kit for use in all our marine 
parks, with funding provided by the NSW Environmental Trust. 

The NSW Marine Parks Education Kit contains four modules that cover the topics of marine parks and 
conservation, rocky shores, estuaries and cultural heritage. These modules have been designed to fit the 
NSW Department of Education and Training’s primary school curriculum, and can be used to complement 
current teaching programs. With fact sheets, identification guides, risk assessments and activity plans 
within each module, the kit provides a comprehensive resource for primary school teachers to use. 

We hope that this expanded education kit will help increase awareness and understanding of marine parks, 
and their values, and educate young students on conservation of the marine environment. 

We recommend this kit to all primary school teachers and trust that their experience in marine park 
education is rewarding and exciting.
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About the NSW Marine Parks 
Education Kit

The NSW Marine Parks Education Kit is designed to provide a structured and directed primary level 
teaching resource that conforms to the Department of Education and Training’s curriculum, addressing 
the key learning areas in the Connected Outcomes Group A – Exploring Our Place. With four separate 
modules covering marine parks and conservation, estuaries, rocky shores, and Aboriginal cultural heritage, 
the kit offers a comprehensive interactive learning experience for students both within the classroom and 
in the field. This results in a resource that is flexible in its application, and can be used not only by those 
schools located on the NSW coast, but also by schools in remote inland areas whose students may not 
have opportunities to visit coastal areas.

Aims
The primary aim of this kit is to provide a structured and curriculum-based education resource for primary 
school students that educates them on the marine environment and marine protected areas, and increases 
awareness and understanding of marine park objectives, conservation values and management. The 
importance of the various habitats within the near-shore marine environment is taught through the four 
modules, which also cover the sustainable use of these habitats and marine resources by the traditional 
Aboriginal custodians.

Structure
The kit consists of individual packages for each of the six marine parks in NSW. Within each marine park 
package, there are four modules, or topics, each addressing different key learning areas of the Connected 
Outcomes Group A – Exploring Our Place. Objectives are described in each stage of each module.

Marine Parks1. 
This module teaches the importance of marine parks, marine park management, and how we can act 
in an ecologically responsible manner towards the marine environment.

Rocky Shores2. 
This module emphasises the importance of the rocky shore habitat in the oceanic ecosystem; that 
is, as a habitat for juvenile organisms, a source of food for coastal animals, and an interface between 
the sea and the land. 

Estuaries3. 
This module provides information about the natural estuarine environment; increases the 
understanding of relationships between plants, animals and their environment, and between 
humans and animals; and includes identification of local estuarine animals. 

Sea Country4. 
This module explores Aboriginal peoples’ connection to and use of the sea (sea country), including 
their traditional practices, and how this connection is expressed through art, dance and music.
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How to use the kit
Each module contains fact sheets, activity plans, identification guides and student activities designed 
for Stages 1, 2 and 3 to lead learning over the years. Activities include both classroom-based and field 
activities, but all are adaptable, and teachers are free to adapt activities to their particular requirements 
and location. 

Each module within the kit has the following components:

Fact sheets•	

A general fact sheet, as well as one specific to the local marine park, is included to provide background  –
information on the module topic. Teachers should refer to the fact sheets and then guide students 
through the activity.

Teacher activity plans•	

Activity plans for stages 1, 2 and 3 of Connected Outcomes Group A – Exploring Our Place detail  –
student activities and are supported by video segments and Microsoft PowerPoint presentations 
where appropriate.

Student activity sheets•	

Student activity sheets support each activity plan and encourage the students to apply the information  –
learned from both fact sheets and excursions to a range of fun activities.

Identification guides •	

Primarily used in the field, bingo-style identification guides support activity plans where species  –
identification is part of the activity.

How to adapt•	

Each teacher activity plan has options for adapting the activities for those classes that are not able  –
to conduct coastal excursions.

Feedback
Please provide us with feedback on this kit so that we can improve and expand upon it.

Visit www.mpa.nsw.gov.au and provide your comments.

Thank you for your interest and involvement in the continued development of this resource. 

http://www.mpa.nsw.gov.au
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